WTO National Workshop on E-commerce and Artificial Intelligence

Beijing, China

22-24 September 2026

	Tuesday, 22 September

	9:00-12:00
	Registration

	12:00-14:00
	Lunch

	14:00 – 14:15
	Opening ceremony

	14:15 – 15:00
	Overview of e-commerce
This session will provide an overview of e-commerce trends, their impact on international trade and related opportunities and challenges. 

	15:00– 15:15
	Break

	15:15 – 16:15
	E-commerce discussions at the WTO
This session will outline the e-commerce discussions carried out at the WTO since 1995. It will look at the work carried out under the Work Programme on Electronic Commerce, the discussions related to the moratorium on customs duties on electronic transmissions, and latest developments.

	16:15 – 16:30
	Break

	16:30 – 17:30
	WTO Agreements and e-commerce
This session will provide an assessment of the relation between WTO Agreements and e-commerce, in particular in relation to GATT, TFA, ITA, GATS, TRIPS.

	Wednesday, 23 September

	9:00 – 9:30
	The role of domestic policy in supporting digital trade
This session will provide an overview of the policy for an enabling e-commerce environment.

	9:30 – 10:30
	Enabling digital trade: electronic transactions and digital trade facilitation
This session will look at trade-related aspects of electronic transaction frameworks, electronic signatures, paperless trade, and other digital trade facilitation measures.

	10:30 – 10:45
	Break 

	10:45 – 11:30
	Supporting an open environment for digital trade
This session will look at key policy issues affecting openness in digital trade, including data regulation and trade policies that promote innovation and greater participation in digital trade.

	11:30-12:00
	Building trust in digital trade
This session will look at the frameworks that support businesses and consumer confidence in engaging in cross-border e-commerce and how they have been addressed in trade agreements.

	12:00 – 14:00
	Lunch

	14:00 – 14:30
	AI & Trade: Opportunities
This session will look at the opportunities that AI presents to global trade and growth and draw on WTO simulations and case studies on how the technology can potentially reduce trade costs, improve productivity and expand economies' comparative advantage. 

	14:30 – 15:30
	Approaches to AI Governance
This session will look into some of the key AI governance issues at stake, as well as different approaches to regulating AI and national AI strategies. It will also provide an overview of international cooperation initiatives on AI.

	15:30-15:45
	Break

	15:45-17:00
	Experience sharing: The regulatory framework for e-commerce and AI: national strategy and experiences
This session will offer an opportunity to participants from different government agencies to share their experience in developing e-commerce and AI strategies and introducing e-commerce and AI legislations. The objective would be to exchange knowledge and raise awareness of national priorities, internal processes, and ongoing work. Guiding questions could be provided to guide the interventions.

	Thursday, 24 September

	9:00 – 10:15 
	AI and Trade Regulation
This session will examine some of the trade policy implications that AI results in, the enabling conditions that are required, and discuss how trade policy can support the inclusive growth.

	10:15-10:30
	Break


	10:30 – 11:00
	AI and Trade Regulation (continued)
This session will examine some of the trade policy implications that AI results in, the enabling conditions that are required, and discuss how trade policy can support the inclusive growth.

	11:00 – 11:30
	AI at the WTO
This session will explore the role of the WTO in supporting AI development and adoption and provide an overview of the AI-related discussions at the WTO. 

	11:30-12:00
	Closing Ceremony

	12:00-
	Lunch & Departure
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