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WTO National Workshop on trade in services 
7-9 October 2019
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Programme 

Resource persons:


· Mr Markus JELITTO, Counsellor, Trade in Services and Investment Division, World Trade Organization 

· Ms Marie Isabelle PELLAN, Counsellor, Trade in Services and Investment Division, World Trade Organization
Objectives of the Workshop: 

Objective 1:  
Build participants’ knowledge on the main concepts and provisions contained in the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS).
Objective 2:  
Enhance participants' ability to analyse schedules of specific commitments, and improve knowledge of scheduling techniques under different approaches (Financial Services Understanding, Reference Paper on Basic Telecommunications, positive & negative list approaches).
Objective 3:
Update participants on state‑of‑play of negotiations on domestic regulation as well as services aspects of e-commerce. 
Day 1:
Monday, 7 October 2019
	Session
	Subject

	08:30
	Registration

	09.00 - 09:30

	Opening Session   

· Welcome and Opening Remarks (MITI) by Secretary General/Deputy Secretary General
· General Introduction and Objectives of the Workshop (WTO)


	09:30 - 10:00
	'Before' GATS knowledge test



	10:00 - 10:15
	Coffee Break

	10:15 - 13:00
	Session 1: Overview of the GATS 

· Objectives, structure and scope of application (modes of supply)

· Key obligations and disciplines under the GATS

· Most-Favoured Nation and departures from MFN (Art II:2, V, VII)
· Transparency and other general obligations

· Liberalization: Market Access, National Treatment, and Additional Commitments


	13:00 - 14:00
	Lunch Break

	14:00 - 15:15

	Session 1:  Overview of the GATS (continued)
· Scheduling of commitments

· Classification

· Scheduling Methodology (terminology)

· Horizontal vs Sectoral Commitments

· Scheduling under Mode 4 

· Relationship of schedules of commitments and MFN exemptions 

· Exception clauses



	15:15 - 15:45
	Coffee Break



	15:45 - 16:30
	Session 2: GATS Scheduling Exercise

· How to read a Schedule of Specific Commitments? 

	
	


Day 2:
Tuesday, 8 October 2019
	Session
	Subject

	08:30 
	Registration

	09:00 - 10:45


	Session 3: GATS Scheduling Exercise (continued)

· How to transpose national policy objectives and constraints into schedules? 



	10:45 - 11:15
	Coffee Break

	11:15 - 13:00


	Session 4: Application of GATS to Individual Sectors and Modes: The Example of Financial Services 

· Annex on Financial Services

· The Understanding on Commitments in Financial Services

	13:00 - 14:00
	Lunch Break

	14:00 - 15:00
	Session 5: The GATS and Telecommunications

· Annex on Telecommunications

· The Reference Paper

	15:00 - 15:30
	Coffee Break

	15:30 - 17:00

	Session 6: Trade in Services-aspects of Current Negotiations on Electronic Commerce 

· E-Commerce work programme and Moratorium

· Overview of main services-related proposals in the Joint Initiative



Day 3:
Wednesday, 9 October 2019
	Session
	Subject

	08:30
	Registration

	09:15 - 10:15


	Session 8:  Domestic Regulation 

· Negotiating mandate on domestic regulation pursuant to GATS Article VI:4

· Overview of phases in the negotiations

· WPPS – development of the Accountancy Disciplines

· WPDR – negotiations on generally applicable disciplines on domestic regulation

· Discussions in the Joint Initiative on Services Domestic Regulation

· Process and state of play



	10:15 - 10:45
	Coffee Break

	10:45 - 13:00


	Session 9:  Domestic Regulation - Draft Reference Paper (INF/SDR/W/1)
· Main issues for consideration in the Draft Reference Paper 

· Scope of application 

· Transparency 

· Administration of measures

· Development of Measures (reasonableness and impartiality)

· S&D – development

· Giving legal effect to the negotiated outcome 


	13:00 - 14:00
	Lunch Break

	14:00 - 15:15
	Session 10: Services in Bilateral and Regional Trade Agreements (RTAs) 

· GATS Article V and preferential services trade agreements 

· Economic implications and potential impact on multilateralism 
· Positive vs Negative List: different scheduling approaches in RTAs 

· Recent developments in RTAs covering services



	15:15 - 16:00

	Final Session:  Evaluation of the Workshop and Closing 
· 'After' GATS knowledge test 
· Final debriefing with participants
· Closing Remarks by MTPN Senior Director



	16:00 - 16:30
	Coffee Break & End of the Workshop
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