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WTO Virtual TA Dialogue 
on Technical Barriers to Trade
for Zimbabwe
Wednesday 7 and Thursday 8 October 2020
Online through Zoom
From 11h00 to 12h30
Please register until 6 October (see link below)
Programme
Structure and Objectives
This online dialogue will serve as initial introductory discussions on specific topics in preparation to the workshop on the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) requested by Zimbabwe and which had to be postponed due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
The online dialogue will focus on two topics: i) an overview of the main provisions of the TBT Agreement; and ii) transparency rights and obligations in the TBT Agreement. The dialogue will also provide an opportunity for participants to identify the main challenges for Zimbabwe on the implementation of the TBT agreement as well as how it can be used to serve the country's trade interests. 

The issues identified will provide background for potential additional dialogues as well as for the future WTO Workshop to be organized in Zimbabwe. Participants are expected to contribute actively to the online dialogue.
Online Platform
The dialogue will be held through zoom. Please register through the following link until 6 October: XX
xxxxxxxxxxx
WTO Resource persons
Mr Devin McDaniels, Economic Affairs Officer, Trade and Environment Division
T. +41 22 739 5559
E. devin.mcdaniels@wto.org 
Mr Daniel Ramos, Legal Officer, Trade and Environment Division

T. +41 22 739 6677

E. daniel.ramos@wto.org  

Wednesday, 7 October 2020
11:00 – 11:10
Opening remarks and explanation of the Online Dialogue
11:10 – 12:30
Overview of the TBT Agreement: 
Scope and objectives: standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures

Main principles: transparency, non-discrimination, avoidance of unnecessary obstacles to trade and harmonization

Q&A session

Thursday, 8 October 2020
11:00 – 12:30
Transparency and the TBT Agreement: 
Overview of TBT transparency principles and procedures
Introduction to TBT online tools for transparency (ePing)
Interactive discussion on challenges faced by Zimbabwean stakeholders on transparency

