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Joint IRIC /OBREAL Global Observatory

Academic Conference

ahead of the 14th WTO Ministerial Conference

19-20 March 2026. IRIC, Yaoundé, Cameroon

Under the high patronage of the Ministry of Trade of Cameroon
(preliminary programme)

REGISTRATION

OFFICIAL OPENING (Authorities - TBC - plus Organizers)

DAY 1.- THE ROAD TO MC14: KEY ISSUES AND CHALLENGES IN REFORMING THE MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM TO BENEFIT AFRICA
General Introduction
Panel I.- Trade and Development: Perspectives from Africa
· Illustrative List of topics 
· industrial development, 
· agriculture and food security, 
· public stockholding (PSH)

· trade, gender and MSMEs

· digital commerce,
· artificial intelligence (AI),
· environment, ecological transition and the resilience of value chains
· the status of developing countries and Special and Differential Treatment (S&DT)
· dispute settlement

Panel II.- Multilateralism and Regional Integration with an emphasis on Africa
· Multilateral trading system, regional integration and South-South-North cooperation
· The multilateral trading system and Africa's political space

· The AfCFTA and the New Multilateralism 
Panel III.- Reforming the WTO to the benefit of Africa
•       Moving towards MC14

·    Taking the discussion forward after MC14

DAY TWO.- REVISITING THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM FROM A SOUTH-SOUTH-NORTH(s)  PERSPECTIVE.
General Introduction

Panel I: Trade and Development. Foundations and History
· Revisiting the foundations: the “true” Ricardo

· Trade and Development: The traditional perspective from developing countries

Panel II: How to articulate the different orders of international economic relations: Multilateral, Bi-pluriregional, Bi-plurilateral. 

· Beyond the “substantially all trade” approach of Art. XXIV GATT and the equivalent requirements in Art. V GATS

· What other approaches can be applied at the analytical and political levels?

Panel III: Making progress on a development-oriented multilateral trading system

· Traditional approaches to development in the system

· Thinking ahead to formulate new approaches

Conclusions: The way forward

GENERAL CONCLUSIONS

(Nota bene: OBREAL Global Observatory participation in the co-organization of the Conference is supported by the European Union and the Government of Catalonia, Spain. The two logos must be inserted in small format with the mention “With the support of …” or “OBREAL’s participation in the co-organization of the Conference is supported by the European Union and the Government of Catalonia, Spain” )
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