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for Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
on Investment Facilitation for Development (IFD)
Wednesday, 9 – Thursday, 10 November 2022
14:30 – 16:30 Lao PRD time (8:30 – 10:30, CET, Geneva time)
 Hybrid Workshop
(WTO Secretariat and co-Coordinator will participate online, link will be sent separately)

PROGRAMME 
The national seminar will be conducted in English, with interpretation to Lao language  
Moderator: [TBC] 
Wednesday, 9 November 2022
	Time
	Title of Session
	Speakers

	14:30–14:40 
(Lao PDR time)

8:30–8:40
(Geneva time)
	Opening session
· Opening remarks by Lao PDR 
· Opening remarks by WTO Secretariat
	· Moderator
· Representative from Lao PDR
· WTO Secretariat

	14:40–14:50

8:40–8:50
(Geneva time)
	· State-of-play of the IFD negotiations 
	· H.E. Mr Jung Sung PARK, Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to the WTO, Co-coordinator of the Structured Discussions on IFD

	14:50–15:05
(Lao PDR time)

8:50–9:05
(Geneva time)


	Structured Discussions on IFD
· Importance of investment facilitation 
· Origin, objectives and key milestones of the negotiations
· WTO Members participating in the negotiations
· Q&A
	· Pamela Apaza, WTO Secretariat
· Moderator



	15:05–15:20
(Lao PDR time)

9:05–9:20
(Geneva time)
	Introduction of the latest negotiating document ('Easter Text' revision 8)
· Introduction and structure
· Preamble, objectives, scope of application and general principles
· Q&A 
	· Pamela Apaza, WTO Secretariat
· Moderator




	15:20 – 15:30
(Lao PDR time)

9:20–9:30
(Geneva time
	Transparency of investment measures (Section II of the 'Easter Text')
· Introduction – importance of transparency
· Key disciplines: 
· publication of measures and information; 
· information to be made publicly available if an investment authorization is required; 
· single information portal; publication in advance and opportunity to comment on proposed measures; 
· no fees for access to information; and
· notification to the WTO.
Q&A
	· Pamela Apaza, WTO Secretariat
· Moderator



	15:30-15:45
(Lao PDR time)

9:30–9:45
(Geneva time)

	Coffee break
	

	15:45-16:00
(Lao PDR time)

9:45–10:00
(Geneva time)


	Transparency of investment measures (Section II of the 'Easter Text') - continued
· Introduction – importance of transparency
· Key disciplines: 
· publication of measures and information; 
· information to be made publicly available if an investment authorization is required; 
· single information portal; publication in advance and opportunity to comment on proposed measures; 
· no fees for access to information; and
· notification to the WTO.
· Q&A 
	· Pamela Apaza, WTO Secretariat
· Moderator



	16:00–16:30 
(Lao PDR time)

10:00–10:30
(Geneva time)


	Streamlining and speeding up investment-related administrative procedures
(Section III of the 'Easter Text')
· Introduction – importance of good governance of investment-related procedures
· Key disciplines: 
· administration of measures of general application; 
· general principles for authorization procedures; 
· definition of authorization; 
· disciplines on authorization procedures; 
· multiple applications; 
· authorization fees; 
· use of Information and Communications Technologies/e-government; 
· independence of regulatory authorities; 
· appeal or review; and
· periodic review.
· Q&A
	· Pamela Apaza, WTO Secretariat
· Moderator








Thursday, 10 November 2022
	Time
	Sessions
	Speakers

	14:30–15:00 (Lao PDR time)

8:30–9:00
(Geneva time)
	Focal points; domestic regulatory coherence and cross-border cooperation 
(Section IV of the 'Easter Text')
· Focal points
· Domestic regulatory coherence
· Domestic supplier databases
· Cross-border cooperation on investment facilitation
· Supplier development programmes
	· Claudia, Locatelli, WTO Secretariat
· Moderator



	15:00–15:30
(Lao PDR time)

9:00–9:30
(Geneva time)
	Special and differential treatment (SD&T) for developing countries and least-developed Members 
(Section V of the 'Easter Text')
· Introduction and overview of SD&T
· Key disciplines: 
· general principles;
· categories of provisions (A, B, C); 
· notification and implementation of the different categories of provisions; and
· other SD&T provisions
· Q&A
	· Chuwankorn Sasanabanchakul, WTO Secretariat
· Moderator



	15:30–15:45 
(Lao PDR time)

9:30–9:45
(Geneva time)

	Coffee break
	

	15:45-16:00
(Lao PDR time)

9:45–10:00
(Geneva time)

	· Investment facilitation needs assessment and ongoing process of developing a Self-assessment Guide
· Q&A
	· Pamela Apaza, WTO Secretariat
· Moderator


	16:00–16:20
(Lao PDR time)

10:00–10:20
(Geneva time)
	Sustainable investment (Section VI of the 'Easter Text') 
· Responsible business conduct
· Measures against corruption
· Q&A
	· Simon Long, WTO Secretariat
· Moderator


	16:20–16:30
(Lao PDR time)

10:20–10:30
(Geneva time)

	Concluding remarks
· Work priorities and key remaining issues
· Closing remarks  


	· Claudia, Locatelli, WTO Secretariat
· Representative from Lao PDR
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