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Timing and venue: 11 to 14 October 2021.

Target Audience: Senior trade officials (Director-level and above in-charge of WTO issues) from the Asia and the Pacific.  

Draft Programme Outline: 

	Monday 11 October 2021

	08:30 – 09:00
	Registration 

	09:00 – 09:45
	Opening Ceremony

· Welcome remarks by Singapore
· Opening remarks by WTO

	09:45 – 10:30
	Introduction: The Multilateral Trading System: On the road to MC12

This Session would give an overview of topics under discussion for MC12. Participants will be updated on the discussions taking place in the Trade Negotiations Committee and the various negotiating groups.
Moderator: (WTO)
Speakers: TBD
Open discussions to follow.
Pause – 10 minutes

	10:40 – 11:30
	How can the WTO respond to the COVID-19 pandemic?
This session will cover discussions on the WTO’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, including on the various proposals on Trade and Health, the TRIPS waiver proposal, and through trade in goods and services. 

Speaker: (TBD)
Discussant: TBD


	11:30 – 12:30
	Fisheries Subsidies 

This session will cover discussions on what a possible MC12 deliverable on fisheries subsidies would look like, as well as the key challenges that will need to be overcome on fisheries negotiations.

Speaker: (TBD)
Discussant: TBD


	Tuesday 12 October 2021

	09:00 – 10:00
	Trade and environment

This session will cover discussions at the Committee on Trade and Environment and at the Trade and Environmental Sustainability Structured Discussions (TESSD) including on the liberalisation of environmental goods and services, Fossil Fuel Subsidy Reform, Plastic Pollution and Environmentally Sustainable Plastics Trades, and the way forward.
Speaker: (TBD)
Discussant: TBD


	10:10 – 12:00
	Joint Statement Initiatives  
In this session, a general overview will be provided on discussions related to the Joint Statement Initiatives started by like-minded groups of WTO Members at MC11 in Buenos Aires including on domestic regulation, investment facilitation, micro-small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) and trade and women’s economic empowerment. 
Speaker: (TBD)
Discussant: TBD


	Wednesday 13 October 2021

	09:00 – 10:00
	Digital Economy and E-Commerce

This session will discuss the Joint Statement Initiative on E-Commerce and anticipated deliverables for MC12, discussions on the moratorium on electronic transmissions, and how E-Commerce can be leveraged as a developmental tool.
Speaker: (TBD)
Discussant: TBD

	10:10 – 11:00
	Agriculture 
In this session, a general overview will be provided on discussions on Agriculture at the WTO, as well as how Members can cooperate to deliver an outcome at MC12.  

Speaker: (TBD)
Discussant: TBD

	11.00-12:00
	Development Issues for MC12 

This session will focus on discussions related to the proposals put forward by Members to advance development including on special and differential treatment 
Speaker: (TBD)
Discussant: TBD


	Thursday 14 October 2021

	09:00 – 10:00
	Dispute Settlement Body 

This session will address discussions related to the WTO’s dispute settlement mechanism, including on the Appellate Body. These include the challenges facing the dispute settlement body as well as the possible way forward post-MC12.
Speaker: (TBD)
Discussant: TBD


	10:00 – 11:30
	What is the future of trade negotiations? 
This session will focus on WTO Reform and address Members’ discussions and proposals on strengthening the WTO’s regular work, in particular on its deliberative function. 

Based on the discussions during the workshop, this session will also provide participants with the opportunity to share regionals perspectives on MC12 and the way forward. 
Speaker: (TBD)
Discussant: TBD

	11:30 – 12:00
	Closing Ceremony and Remarks

· Summing up of discussions
· Closing Remarks by WTO and Singapore 


__________
This programme for the Fifth Singapore-WTO Policy Dialogue and documents circulated are designed wholly and exclusively for technical assistance and capacity building purposes and under the WTO Secretariat's own responsibility.  They are without prejudice to the positions of Members or to their rights and obligations under the WTO.
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