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Background 
The WTO Secretariat is organizing a Virtual Training on Agricultural and the WTO via Zoom in collaboration with the International Trade Centre (ITC).  Several sessions will be scheduled virtually between 12 and 22 October 2020. Participants are expected to carry out course work before the virtual training commences as well as throughout its duration.  A mandatory technical session on zoom will be scheduled with all registered participants before the start of the course.
Agriculture has always been a complex yet important topic during the WTO accession negotiations. How to enhance agricultural development in a WTO-consistent way remains challenging to many acceding governments. This Virtual Training is being launched in direct response to the request from acceding governments to advance their accession negotiations and be better equipped to implement post-accession obligations. 
[bookmark: _Hlk29395359]In the virtual training, a general overview of WTO accessions and in-depth explanations of agriculture-related topics, including the Agreement on Agriculture (AOA), export subsidies, domestic support and tariff rate quotas will be presented. In addition to the presentations made by the WTO secretariat, interactive Q&A and experience-sharing sessions, as well as, group exercises will be organized. 
Considering the virtual nature of this training activity and in order to ensure its efficiency, the WTO Secretariat does not limit the number of officials nominated by Acceding governments. However, the candidates need to be in direct charge of accessions and agricultural negotiations and commit to complete a WTO e-learning course on Agriculture before the start of the virtual training, ideally or throughout its duration.
The organizers reserve the right to postpone or cancel the activity in the event of force majeure or other reasons that render the execution of the activity impracticable for the organizers.

Participants who successfully complete the course will receive a certificate. Thus, it will be necessary to monitor participants as they progress from module to module, with quizzes, group/individual exercises and interactive sessions, which will provide opportunities to gauge knowledge, clarify issues and discuss different points of view. Success will be measured based on Participation in specific forums and discussions; 60/70% average in quizzes.
While the programme is dense in substance, efforts are made to tailor sessions to respond to participants' interests. At the outset, the application form includes several questions on their professional interests, challenges and expectations. This information will be organized and sent to speakers in advance, so that they can take it into account.  This has proven to be very effective over the years.
The programme focuses on the substance to be delivered. English will be the working language. However, Russian interpretation will be provided.  





	VIRTUAL TRAINING on AGRICULTURE and the wto

	
	pRE-cOURSE MANDATORY SESSION: Monday 12 OCTOBER


	12:00 -12:30
	Technical session ON ZOOM FOR ALL REGISTERED PARTICIPANTS
course structure and objectives

	
	
Session 1: Monday 12 OCTOBER 

	12:30 - 13:30
	Overview of WTO Accessions and of Plurilateral Negotiations on Agriculture

Speakers
· Maria Perez-Esteve, Accessions Division, WTO 
· Diwakar Dixit, Agriculture and Commodities Division, WTO


	[bookmark: _Hlk44929179]13:30 -14:00
	Q&A


	
	SESSION 2: TUESDAY 13 OCTOBER


	12:30 - 13:00

	What are specific WTO provisions for Trade in Agriculture?
[Definition of agricultural products, three 'pillars' of the Agreement on Agriculture, namely 'market access', 'domestic support' and 'export competition'; agricultural commitments in Members' Schedules; applicability of other WTO agreements to trade in agriculture].

Speaker
· Diwakar Dixit, Agriculture and Commodities Division, WTO 

	13:00 - 14:00
	Q&A


	12:30 - 13:30
	SESSION 3: THURSDAY 15 OCTOBER 


	
	Domestic Support rules and what to expect in accession negotiations [Domestic support 'boxes', calculation and classification of domestic support measures, establishment of domestic support commitments]. 

Speaker
· Diwakar Dixit, Agriculture and Commodities Division, WTO 

	13:30-13:45
	Break

	13:45-14:15
	Exercice on Agricultural Support Tables


	
	
SESSION 4: MONDAY 19 OCTOBER

	12:30-13:30
	What is a Tariff Rate Quota (TRQ), how to administer them, and why do we often encounter TRQs in agricultural trade? 
[Definitional components of a TRQ, relationship between tariff and TRQ commitments, TRQ administration arrangements]

Speaker
· Diwakar Dixit, Agriculture and Commodities Division, WTO

	13:30-13:45
	Break

	13:45-14:15
	Explanation of Exercise/experience sharing to be undertaken by participants in break-out groups


	
	SESSION 5: TUESDAY 20 OCTOBER 

	12:30 – 13:30
	Experience Sharing Session  
Speaker
· TBC

	13:30 – 13:45
	Break

	13:45 -14:15
	Group discussion

	
	SESSION 6: THURSDAY 22 OCTOBER

	12:30-13:00
	What are Export Subsidies and why are they prohibited?
[Definition of export subsidies, legal framework, recent developments in the agriculture negotiations and expectations in the accession negotiations]

Speaker
· Diwakar Dixit, Agriculture and Commodities Division, WTO

	13:00-13-15
	Break

	13:15-14:15
	Review and Summary 
· Diwakar Dixit, Agriculture and Commodities Division, WTO
· Maria Perez-Esteve, Accessions Division, WTO 
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