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NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON THE 
WTO AGREEMENT ON GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT (GPA) 2012

Tunis, Tunisia

30 November – 3 December 2026

DRAFT PROGRAMME 

This Workshop has been organized by the WTO Secretariat in cooperation with the government of the Republic of Tunisia and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD). 

The programme of the Workshop has been designed by the WTO Secretariat with input from the government of the Republic of Tunisia. It aims at facilitating the understanding of the GPA 2012 by familiarizing participants with the main elements and the principles of the WTO Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA) 2012, the observer status in the WTO Committee on Government Procurement and the benefits of accession to the GPA 2012. 



_______________


Day 1, Monday, 30 November 2026

08:30	Registration

SESSION 1: Opening remarks and participant introduction
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 09:15

	1.1   Opening remarks

	Representative of the Republic of Tunisia

WTO Secretariat

Representative of the EBRD


	09:15 – 09:30
	1.2	Participant introductions and objectives
	Workshop participants




SESSION 2: Introduction to the GPA 2012 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:30 – 10:00
	2.1	Introduction to the GPA 2012: Main objectives, plurilateral nature, signatories and observers, and recent developments

	WTO Secretariat



SESSION 3: Scope and coverage of the GPA 2012 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	10:00 – 10:45
	3.1	Market access opportunities under, and scope and coverage of, the GPA 2012, and use of the e-GPA tool (https://e-gpa.wto.org) 

	WTO Secretariat



10:45 – 11:00			Break

SESSION 4: Content of the GPA 2012 (part 1): Main substantive and procedural commitments and built-in flexibilities 

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:00 – 11:45
	4.1	The GPA 2012: Main substantive and procedural commitments and built-in flexibilities (Walk-through of the text of the GPA 2012)

	WTO Secretariat 

	11:45 – 12:00
	Q&A
	Workshop participants




12:00 – 13:30		Lunch Break

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	13:30 – 15:00
	4.2	Group exercise on the GPA 2012 rules and their implementation – Breakout session, followed by plenary discussion
	WTO Secretariat

Workshop participants









SESSION 5: Introduction to the simulation exercise on negotiating market access in the context of GPA 2012 accession negotiations 

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	15:00 – 15:15
	5.1 Introduction, instructions and formation of Groups 
	WTO Secretariat 



15:15 – 15:30				Break

Beginning of parallel sessions

PARALLEL SESSION 6A: Simulation of a GPA 2012 accession negotiation for the acceding country group 

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	15:30 – 17:30
	6A.1 Negotiation simulation: Acceding country group preparing its output
	ONLY Workshop participants in the acceding country group




PARALLEL SESSION 6B: The GPA 2012, good governance in government procurement and SME participation 

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	15:30 – 16:00

	6B.1  Promoting competition and fighting collusion in the domestic government procurement market: More/better value for money 

	WTO Secretariat

	16:00 – 16:30
	6B.2  Enhancing integrity in the domestic government procurement market: The GPA 2012 as a tool for fighting corruption 

	WTO Secretariat

	16:30 – 17:00
	6B.3  SME participation under the GPA 2012 and the Committee decision on best practices for promoting and facilitating the participation of SMEs in government procurement
	WTO Secretariat

	17:00 – 17:30
	Q&A
	Workshop participants




	17:30
	                                       Close





[bookmark: _Hlk193578629]

Day 2, Tuesday, 1 December 2026

Beginning of parallel sessions

PARALLEL SESSION 7A: Simulation of a GPA 2012 accession negotiation for the GPA Party Groups 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 11:00
	7A.1 Negotiation simulation: GPA Party groups preparing their output
	ONLY Workshop participants in the GPA Party groups 




PARALLEL SESSION 7B: The GPA 2012, good governance in government procurement and SME participation 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 09:30

	7B.1  Promoting competition and fighting collusion in the domestic government procurement market: More/better value for money 

	WTO Secretariat

	09:30 – 10:00
	7B.2  Enhancing integrity in the domestic government procurement market: The GPA 2012 as a tool for fighting corruption 

	WTO Secretariat

	10:00 – 10:30
	7B.3  SME participation under the GPA 2012 and the Committee decision on best practices for promoting and facilitating the participation of SMEs in government procurement
	WTO Secretariat

	10:30 – 11:00
	Q&A
	Workshop participants




End of parallel sessions

11:00 – 11:15				Break

SESSION 8: Content of the GPA 2012 (part 2): Select provisions
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:15 – 11:45
	8.1	Securing adherence to the GPA 2012 at the domestic level: Domestic review procedures 

	WTO Secretariat

	11:45 – 12:15
	8.2	Transitional measures and deferred application: Overview and operation of Article V of the GPA 2012

	WTO Secretariat

	12:15 – 12:25
	8.3  E-procurement: Approach and relevant rules under the GPA 2012 

	WTO Secretariat

	12:25 – 12:45
	8.4   E-procurement: Advantages for GPA Parties, the option of combining e-procurement with open procurement data, and issues arising in cross-border bidding

	EBRD 

	12:45 – 13:00
	Q&A

	Workshop participants




13:00 – 14:30		   Lunch Break




Beginning of parallel sessions

PARALLEL SESSION 9A: Simulation of a GPA 2012 accession negotiation for the acceding country group 

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:30 – 16:45
(incl. break)
	9A.1   Negotiation simulation: Acceding country group preparing its output
	ONLY Workshop participants in the acceding country group




PARALLEL SESSION 9B: Accession to the GPA 2012 and Observership in the Committee on Government Procurement

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:30 – 15:00
	9B.1	Accession to the GPA 2012: Benefits and   challenges
	WTO Secretariat

	15:00 – 15:30
	9B.2	Accession to the GPA 2012: Recent developments, overview of the procedure and institutional aspects (WTO Committee on Government Procurement as a negotiating forum)

	WTO Secretariat

	15:30 – 15:45
	Q&A
	Workshop participants




15:45 – 16:00				Break

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	16:00 – 16:30
	9B.3	Ways to deepen understanding of the GPA 2012, the process of accession to it and the functioning of the WTO Committee - Observership

	WTO Secretariat

	16:30 – 16:45
	Q&A

	Workshop participants




End of parallel sessions

SESSION 10: Lessons learned from GPA accessions – Case studies 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker


	16:45 – 17:30

	10.1	The case of EBRD-supported accessions of economies in the EBRD's region of operation, and the EBRD's GPA Technical Cooperation Facility as a vehicle to provide support to certain WTO Members assessing the economic benefits of GPA accession 
	EBRD




	17:30
	                                       Close





Day 3, Wednesday, 2 December 2026

Beginning of parallel sessions

PARALLEL SESSION 11A: Simulation of a GPA 2012 accession negotiation for the GPA Party Groups

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 11:15
(incl. break)
	11A.1	Negotiation simulation: GPA Party groups preparing their output
	ONLY Workshop participants in the GPA Party group/groups 




PARALLEL SESSION 11B: Accession to the GPA 2012 and Observership in the Committee on Government Procurement

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 09:30
	11B.1 Accession to the GPA 2012: Benefits and challenges

	WTO Secretariat

	09:30 – 10:00
	11B.2	Accession to the GPA 2012: Recent developments, overview of the procedure and institutional aspects (WTO Committee on Government Procurement as a negotiating forum, Committee sessions on accessions and intersessional engagement)

	WTO Secretariat

	10:00 – 10:15
	Q&A
	Workshop participants




10:15 – 10:30				Break

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	10:30 – 11:00
	11B.3	Ways to deepen understanding of the GPA 2012, the process of accession to it and the functioning of the WTO Committee - Observership

	WTO Secretariat

	11:00 – 11:15
	Q&A
	Workshop participants




End of parallel sessions

SESSION 12: Domestic rules compared with the GPA 2012 requirements
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:15 – 12:00
	12.1	 Domestic rules compared with the GPA 2012 requirements: Gap analysis
	Workshop participants

WTO Secretariat

	
	
	



12:00 – 13:30			Lunch Break

SESSION 13: THE GPA 2012 AND FTA NEGOTIATIONS
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	13:30 – 14:00
	13.1	The GPA 2012 as a template for bilateral and regional free trade agreements
	WTO Secretariat

	
	
	


SESSION 14: Conclusion of market access negotiation simulation
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:00 – 15:00
	14.1	 Negotiation simulation: Debriefing and key lessons learned
	WTO Secretariat with workshop participants 



SESSION 15: Closing session 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	15:00 – 15:30
	15.1	 Main take-aways from the Workshop

	WTO Secretariat and workshop participants

	15:30 – 15:45
	15.2  Participants' evaluation of the Workshop, feedback and comments
	WTO Secretariat and workshop participants

	15:45 – 16:00
	15.3  Closing remarks 
	WTO Secretariat



	16:00
	                                       Close







Day 4, Thursday, 3 December 2026

Proposal for Day 4

Informal meetings of the WTO Secretariat with selected representatives of the Republic of Tunisia (senior representatives of certain Ministries, etc.)   

	Time
	Subject
	Participants

	9:00 – 13:00

	After the general three-day training and if desirable, the Secretariat could make itself available for one or more bilateral or small-group meetings on specific issues or for the purpose of providing further explanations or reassurance for selected representatives of the Republic of Tunisia. This could be with e.g. senior representatives of the Trade Ministry, procurement policy makers, procuring entities, representatives of other branches of Government, etc. 

The Republic of Tunisia would be best placed to determine with which representatives any such meetings would be most useful. 
	TBD
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