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SERVICES TRADE STATISTICS ACADEMY - 
FOCUS ON LDCs

12-16 October 2026

The Services Trade Statistics Academy is a new inter-agency statistical capacity-building initiative to support compilers in developing economies in implementing the new Manual on Statistics of International Trade in Services (MSITS 2026). The Academy will provide a comprehensive immersion in the Manual, exploring its innovations and how their implementation will strengthen the measurement of trade in services. The programme is structured around the statistical dimensions introduced by MSITS 2026 - "What", "With", "Who" and "How" services are traded - and their associated breakdowns.

Designed for statisticians from central banks, national statistical offices and other government agencies, the programme will build capacity in measuring trade in services, from statistical concepts, classifications, and compilation guidance to practical approaches to data collection, helping countries meet the growing demand for more granular trade in services statistics in support of evidence-based policymaking.

Reflecting the Academy's practical and hands-on approach, technical sessions will be complemented by interactive quizzes, games and practical exercises, as well as country experiences presented by experts directly involved in the development of the Manual. These activities will reinforce the concepts introduced during the programme, provide practical insights into addressing common compilation challenges, and illustrate practical approaches to implementing the new international statistical standard.

As the first activity of the Services Trade Statistics Academy, the programme is designed to equip participants, primarily from least-developed countries (LDCs), with the knowledge and practical skills needed to support the implementation of MSITS 2026 in their own statistical systems. This Academy will be followed by the progressive roll-out of regional, subregional and national Academies.
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Advancing statistics on trade in services

A dedicated capacity-building initiative for governments.

WHAT THE ACADEMY OFFERS
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A coordinated
international initiative
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for compilers.
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© In-person training on the new MSITS
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Interactive e-labs for hands-on
compilation

Learning “micro-modules” on
specific aspects

Regional, subregional/groups and
national tracks tailored to policy needs
Dedicated tracks on the different
dimensions and breakdowns -
“What", “With", “Who", “How"
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Developed within the Inter-Agency
Task Force on Capacity B
International Trade Statistics.
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@ Better data. Better insights. Better policies.
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developed analytical datasets to address
policymakers’ needs.

The WTO co-chairs with the OECD, the
UN Inter-Agency Task Force on Capacity
Building in International Trade Statistics.

PROGRAMME SCOPE

Practical and hands-on approach focused on
real needs.

Designed for statisticians, compilers and
analysts in developing economies.

Flexible and scalable delivery.

plementation of the Manual on
s of International Trade in Services 2026.





