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              accession of turkmenistan 

Technical working sessions on the Memorandum on the Foreign Trade Regime (MFTR): 
Cluster 4 – virtual trainings on topics covered in 
Section V «Trade-Related Intellectual Property Regime»; Section VI «Trade-Related Services Regime»; and Section VIII «Trade Agreements».

4 to 8 march 2024, virtually
Draft programme
	Local time 

(Ashgabat)
	Theme
	Coordinator / presenter

	Monday, 4 March 2024

	10.00 – 11.30
	Opening: Introduction to Cluster 4 – Week 2

Presentation: State of play and overview of the work on the MFTR
	Anna Varyanik / Anastasia Smirnova

	11.30 – 12.00
	Coffee-break
	

	12.00 – 13.30
	Presentation of Turkmenistan: Industrial property protection (intellectual property rights policy); Responsible agencies for policy formulation and implementation.

	TBC

	13.30 – 14.30
	Lunch
	

	14.30 – 16.00
	Presentation by Turkmenistan: Participation in international intellectual property agreements (Membership of international intellectual property conventions and of regional or bilateral agreements); Application of national and MFN treatment to foreign nationals; Fees and taxes.
	TBC

	16.00 – 16.30
	Coffee-break
	

	16.30 – 18.00
	Presentation on the accession experience (MFTR, accession negotiations, TA/CB, main issues) 


	TBC
(virtually, interpretation to be provided)

	Tuesday, 5 March 2024 

	10.00 – 11.30
	Technical Working Session on relevant MFTR sections
	Anna Varyanik / Anastasia Smirnova

	11.30 – 12.00
	Coffee-break
	

	12.00 – 13.30
	Presentation by Turkmenistan: Copyright and related rights (including rights of performers, producers of phonograms and broadcasting organizations); Trademarks, including service marks; Geographical indications, including appellations of origin.


	TBC

	13.30 – 14.30
	Lunch
	

	14.30 – 16.00
	Presentation by Turkmenistan: Industrial designs; Patents; Plant variety protection; Layout designs of integrated circuits; Requirements on undisclosed information, including trade secrets and test data; Any other categories of intellectual property.
	TBC

	16.00 – 16.30
	Coffee-break
	

	16.30 – 18.00
	Presentation on the accession experience (MFTR, accession negotiations, TA/CB, main issues) 
	TBC 

(virtually, interpretation to be provided)

	Wednesday, 6 March 2024

	10.00 – 11.30
	Technical Working Session on relevant MFTR sections 
	Anna Varyanik / Anastasia Smirnova

	11.30 – 12.00
	Coffee-break
	

	12.00 – 13.30
	Presentation by Turkmenistan: Measures to control abuse of IP rights, Enforcement, Statistical data
	TBC

	13.30 – 14.30
	Lunch 
	

	14.30 – 16.00
	Presentation by Turkmenistan: Government bodies with authority or a role relevant to the conduct of service activities; Judicial, arbitral or administrative tribunals or procedures providing for the review of, or remedies in relation to, administrative decisions affecting trade in services.

	TBC

	16.00 – 16.30
	Coffee-break
	

	16.30 – 18.00
	Presentation by Turkmenistan: Provisions, including those in international agreements, concerning: qualification requirements and procedures, technical standards and licensing and/or registration requirements for the supply of services; governing the existence and operation of monopolies or exclusive service suppliers; relating to safeguard measures as they apply to trade in services; Provisions relating to international transfers and payments for current transactions of services; relating to capital transactions affecting the supply of services; Provisions governing the procurement by governmental agencies/bodies of services; and, concerning any form of aid, grant, domestic subsidy, tax incentive or promotion scheme affecting trade in services.
	TBC

	Thursday, 7 March 2024

	10.00 – 11.30
	Technical Working Session on relevant MFTR sections 
	Anna Varyanik / Anastasia Smirnova

	11.30 – 12.00
	Coffee-break
	

	12.00 – 13.30
	Presentation by Turkmenistan: Market access and national treatment - Limitations on: the number of service suppliers; the total value of service transactions or assets; the total number of service operations or on the total quantity of service output; the total number of natural persons that may be employed in a particular service sector.

	TBC

	13.30 – 14.30
	Lunch
	

	14.30 – 16.00
	Presentation by Turkmenistan: Market access and national treatment - Limitations on: specific types of legal entity through which a service may be supplied; the participation of foreign capital; measures providing for less than the treatment accorded to national services or service suppliers.
	TBC 

	16.00 – 16.30
	Coffee-break
	

	16.30 – 18.00
	Presentation by Turkmenistan: MFN treatment
	TBC 

	Friday, 8 March 2024

	09.00 – 11.00
	Lecture: TBC
	Anna Varyanik / Anastasia Smirnova

	11.00 – 11.30
	Coffee-break
	

	11.30 – 13.00
	Presentation by Turkmenistan: Trade agreements: Bilateral or plurilateral agreements relating to foreign trade in goods and trade in services; Economic integration, Customs Union and Free Trade Agreements.
	TBC

	13.00 – 14.00
	Lunch
	

	14.00 – 15.00
	Presentation by Turkmenistan: Trade agreements: Labour markets integration agreements; Multilateral economic cooperation, membership in the multilateral economic organizations, trade-related programmes of other multilateral organizations.
	TBC

	15.00 – 15.30
	Coffee-break
	

	15.30 – 16.30
	Technical Working Session: preparation of the Legislative Action Plan
	Anna Varyanik / Anastasia Smirnova

	16.30 – 17.00
	Wrap-up session and Next steps
	Anna Varyanik / Anastasia Smirnova


_____________


