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accession of turkmenistan

Technical working sessions 

on the Memorandum on the Foreign Trade Regime (MFTR): Cluster II
MFTR SECTIONS: iv. POLICIES AFFECTING TRADE IN GOODS (а. Import regulations, В. export regulations)
23-27 October 2023, Ashgabat
DRAFT PROGRAMME
	Local time 
(Ashgabat)
	
	Coordinator / presenter

	Monday, 23 October 2023

	10.00 – 12.00
	Introduction to Cluster II
Presentation by WTO Secretariat: Sections of the MFTR on export and import regulation in WTO Accessions: overview; trading rights

	Anna Varyanik / Anastasia Smirnova

	13.00 – 15.00
	Presentation by Turkmenistan: Trading rights and other related issues: import and export-related registration requirements, the role of the State Commodity and Raw Materials Exchange; other formalities and requirements         
	Ministry of Trade and Foreign Economic Relations,

State Commodity and Raw Materials Exchange 


	15.30 – 17.00
	Presentation by an expert: Trading rights (virtually)       
	TBC

	Tuesday, 24 October 2023 

	10.00 – 12.00
	Technical Working Session on relevant MFTR sections
	Anna Varyanik / Anastasia Smirnova

	13.00 – 15.00
	Presentation by WTO Secretariat: Trade remedies (virtually)
	Maxim Shmelev

	15.30 – 17.00
	Presentation by Turkmenistan: Export performance requirements; Import duty drawback schemes; any export subsidy programmes
	TBC

	Wednesday, 25 October 2023 

	10.00 – 12.00
	Technical Working Session on relevant MFTR sections 
	Anna Varyanik / Anastasia Smirnova

	13.00 – 15.00
	Presentation by WTO Secretariat: Trade remedies – continued (virtually)
	Maxim Shmelev

	15.30 – 17.00
	Presentation by Turkmenistan: Trade facilitation - continued
	State Commodity and Raw Materials Exchange,
Chief State Service «Turkmenstandartlary».

	Thursday, 26 October 2023 

	10.00 – 12.00
	Technical Working Session on relevant MFTR sections 
	Anna Varyanik / Anastasia Smirnova

	13.00 – 15.00
	Presentation by WTO Secretariat: TBC

	TBC

	15.30 – 17.00
	Presentation by Turkmenistan: TBC
	Chief State Service «Turkmenstandartlary»,

Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Turkmenistan

	Friday, 27 октября 2023

	10.00 – 12.00
	Round table with donors and partners on coordination of TA in Turkmenistan's accession to the WTO
	TBC

	13.00 – 15.00
	Technical Working Session: preparation of the Legislative Action Plan
	Anna Varyanik / Anastasia Smirnova

	15.00 – 16.00
	Wrap-up session and next steps
	Anna Varyanik / Anastasia Smirnova

	16.30 - 18.00
	Lecture: "World Trade Organization: fundamental rules and institutional structure" in State Institute of Economy and Development of Turkmenistan
	Anna Varyanik / Anastasia Smirnova
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Annex

FORMAT FOR A MEMORANDUM ON THE FOREIGN TRADE REGIME
	IV.
POLICIES AFFECTING TRADE IN GOODS
-
Trading rights (including registration requirements for engaging in import and export).
-          Trade facilitation.

	A.
IMPORT REGULATIONS
 -
Characteristics of national tariff (the most recent edition of which should be supplied),

(customs tariff nomenclature (HS), types of duties, general description of the customs tariff

structure, weighted average level of duties on main customs tariff groupings; application of

MFN tariff rates, tariff preferences);

- 
Tariff rate quotas, tariff exemptions;

- 
Other duties and charges;

- 
Fees and charges for services rendered;

- 
Application of internal taxes to imports;

- 
Quantitative import restrictions, including prohibitions, quotas and licensing systems;

- 
Import licensing procedures (Annex IV refers);

- 
Customs valuation (WTO Customs Valuation Agreement (Annex V refers), the Brussels

Definition of Value, or any other system) whether used only for purposes of levying ad

valorem rates of duty or for other purposes;

- 
Rules of origin;

- 
Other border measures, other customs formalities;

- 
Pre-shipment inspection;

- 
Anti-dumping regime;

- 
Countervailing duty regime;

- 
Safeguard regime.

	B.
EXPORT REGULATIONS
 -
Customs tariff nomenclature, types of duties, duty rates, weighted averages of rates;

- 
Fees and charges for services rendered, application of internal taxes to exports;

- 
Quantitative export restrictions, including prohibitions, quotas and licensing systems;

- 
Export licensing procedures;

- 
Other measures, e.g. minimum export prices, voluntary export restrictions, orderly

marketing arrangements;

- 
Export financing, subsidy and promotion policies;

- 
Export performance requirements;

- 
Import duty drawback schemes. 






