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DRAFT PROGRAMME

Monday, 20 April 2026

08:15 REGISTRATION 

08:30 INFORMATION ON LOGISTICS 

SESSION 1: OPENING

	Subject

	1.1	Opening remarks

	1.2	Participant introductions and objectives



SESSION 2: GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT, DEVELOPMENT AND THE OBJECTIVES AND GLOBAL POLICY CONTEXT OF THE GPA 2012 

	Subject

	2.1	Government procurement: Trends and challenges for policymakers, with a particular focus on developing countries


	
10:30 – 10:45			           Break

	Subject

	[bookmark: _Hlk196462697]2.2	Introduction to the GPA 2012: The global policy context, objectives, key principles and policy considerations for developing countries

	2.3 The economic rationale for trade liberalization in the area of government procurement: Is government procurement different?



12:00 – 13:30		Lunch Break

SESSION 3: CONTENT OF THE GPA 2012: ITS RULES AND THEIR APPLICATION 

	Subject

	[bookmark: _Hlk196462708]3.1	GPA 2012 rules: Main substantive and procedural commitments and built-in flexibilities (walk-through of the text of the GPA 2012)

	3.2	Group exercise on the GPA 2012 rules and their application – Breakout session 



15:00 – 15:15				Break

	Subject

	3.3	Group exercise on the GPA 2012 rules and their implementation (continuation) - Breakout session, followed by plenary discussion






SESSION 4: PARTICIPANT PERSPECTIVES ON ADDING THE INTERNATIONAL TRADE DIMENSION TO GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT POLICY

	Subject

	4.1 Informal exchanges and experience-sharing between participants and the Secretariat Group 




Tuesday, 21 April 2026

SESSION 5: SCOPE AND COVERAGE OF THE GPA 2012: POTENTIAL MARKET ACCESS BENEFITS 

	Subject

	5.1	Market access opportunities under, and scope and coverage of, the GPA 2012: Use of the e-GPA tool as a market access information resource 



10:15 – 10:30				Break

	Subject

	5.2	Group exercise on market access under the GPA 2012 – Breakout session, followed by plenary discussion

	5.3  Introduction to the Workshop participants' simulation of a GPA 2012 accession negotiation on market access (Negotiation simulation) 



12:00 – 13:30		Lunch Break

BEGINNING OF PARALLEL SESSIONS

PARALLEL SESSION 6A: SIMULATION OF GPA ACCESSION NEGOTIATIONS - BREAKOUT SESSION 

	[bookmark: _Hlk188293861]Subject

	6.1	Negotiation simulation: Acceding country Member group preparing output



PARALLEL SESSION 6B: PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF MARKET ACCESS, AND THE GPA 2012 BEYOND MARKET ACCESS: STRENGTHENING GOOD GOVERNANCE IN GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT 

	Subject

	6.2   Market access in practice: GPA Party suppliers vs other foreign suppliers

	6.3	Good governance: Enhancing integrity in the domestic government procurement market – The GPA 2012 as a tool for fighting corruption

	6.4	Good governance: Promoting competition and fighting collusion in the domestic government procurement market – more/better value for money




END OF PARALLEL SESSIONS

15:00 – 15:15				Break

SESSION 7:	 IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GPA 2012 (PART 1) 
	Subject

	7.1    Panel discussion

	7.2    SME participation under the GPA 2012: GPA 2012 approach; the Committee decision on best practices for promoting and facilitating the participation of SMEs in Government Procurement; and the Work Programme of the WTO Committee on Government Procurement


Wednesday, 22 April 2026

BEGINNING OF PARALLEL SESSIONS

PARALLEL SESSION 8A: SIMULATION OF GPA ACCESSION NEGOTIATIONS - BREAKOUT SESSION 

	Subject

	8.1	Negotiation simulation: GPA Party group/groups preparing output



PARALLEL SESSION 8B: PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF MARKET ACCESS, AND THE GPA 2012 BEYOND MARKET ACCESS: STRENGTHENING GOOD GOVERNANCE IN GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT 

	Subject

	8.2   Market access in practice: GPA Party suppliers vs other foreign suppliers

	8.3		Good governance: Enhancing integrity in the domestic government procurement market – The GPA 2012 as a tool for fighting corruption 

	8.4  Good governance: Promoting competition and fighting collusion in the domestic government procurement market – more/better value for money



END OF PARALLEL SESSIONS

10:30 – 10:45				Break

SESSION 9: THE WTO COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT (CGP) 
	Subject

	9.1  The regular work of the CGP and observer status in the Committee

	9.2  A conversation with the Chair of the CGP



SESSION 10: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GPA 2012 (PART 2)
	Subject

	10.1  E-procurement and open data under the GPA 2012 (1)



12:00 – 13:30		Lunch Break

SESSION 10: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GPA 2012 (PART 2, cont.)
	Subject

	10.2  E-procurement and open data under the GPA 2012 (2)



SESSION 11: DOMESTIC ENFORCEMENT OF THE GPA 2012 

	Subject

	11.1  Requirements under the GPA 2012 concerning domestic review procedures

	11.2  Issues and good practices concerning domestic review procedures



15:00 – 15:15				Break

SESSION 12: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GPA 2012 (PART 3) 

	Subject

	[bookmark: _Hlk83923938]12.1  Sustainable public procurement (SPP) under the GPA 2012 and the Work Programme of the WTO Committee on Government Procurement

	12.2  Exercise focusing on environmental sustainability considerations in government procurement

	12.3  International enforcement of the GPA 2012: WTO intergovernmental dispute settlement 


Thursday, 23 April 2026

BEGINNING OF PARALLEL SESSIONS

PARALLEL SESSION 13A: SIMULATION OF GPA ACCESSION NEGOTIATIONS - BREAKOUT SESSION 

	Subject

	13.1	Negotiation simulation: Acceding country group preparing output



PARALLEL SESSION 13B: ACCESSION TO THE GPA 2012 
	Subject

	13.2   Accession to the GPA 2012: Benefits and challenges

	13.3   Notification requirements under the GPA 2012 and related exercise



10:30 – 10:45				Break

PARALLEL SESSION 14A: SIMULATION OF GPA ACCESSION NEGOTIATIONS - BREAKOUT SESSION 

	Subject

	14.1	Negotiation simulation: GPA Party group/groups preparing output



PARALLEL SESSION 14B: ACCESSION TO THE GPA 2012 

	Subject

	14.2  Accession to the GPA 2012: Benefits and challenges

	14.3  Notification requirements under the GPA 2012 and related exercise



END OF PARALLEL SESSIONS

12:15 – 13:45				Lunch Break

SESSION 15: ACCESSION TO THE GPA 2012 

	Subject

	15.1  Accession to the GPA 2012: State of play and accession procedure  

	15.2	Accession to the GPA 2012: A perspective from the EBRD GPA TC Facility, practical and strategic considerations



14:45 – 15:00				Break

	Subject

	15.3	Panel discussion




Friday, 24 April 2026

SESSION 16: SIMULATION OF GPA ACCESSION NEGOTIATIONS

	Subject

	16.1	Negotiation simulation: Debriefing



SESSION 17: THE GPA 2012 AND FTA NEGOTIATIONS
	Subject

	17.1	 The GPA 2012 as a template for bilateral and regional free trade agreements

	17.2	 Group exercise on the GPA 2012 and FTAs and debriefing



10:45 – 11:00			                Break

	Subject

	17.3 Panel discussion



12:00 – 13:30				Lunch Break

SESSION 18:	LOCAL GPA 2012-RELATED CASE STUDY

	Subject

	18.1	 "The GPA in action" - Local (Geneva-related) case study 



SESSION 19:	CONCLUDING SESSION

	Subject

	19.1 General Q&A session (covering the whole Workshop)

	19.2 Workshop evaluation and feedback/comments

	19.3 Closing remarks



15:35				CLOSE
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