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WTO ADVANCED COURSE ON TRADE IN SERVICES 

2-6 NOVEMBER 2026
ROOM E

Draft Programme[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Coffee breaks are planned for each morning and afternoon] 


	
Monday 2 November 2026



	

Opening Session and course orientation							             8:30- 10:00			
												

Session 1:  Global and regional trends in trade in services: understanding trade flows, statistical measurement and available data tools

[bookmark: _Hlk523843051]10:00 – 12:30
                      											          
· Economic importance of services and services trade
· Measuring Trade in Services 
· Statistical databases
· Measuring Digital Trade - statistical approaches
											       

[bookmark: _Hlk144393543]
Session 2:  From the GATS to RTAs: architecture, scheduling approaches, additional chapters or obligations.

 14:00 – 17:00
                    									                                            
· Objectives, structure, scope of application, key obligations and disciplines under the GATS
· Services classification systems and scheduling approaches
· GATS Article V on Economic Integration Agreements
· Main differences between GATS and RTA: architecture and listing approaches
· Key trends in services RTAs and implications of services RTAs









	
Tuesday 3 November 2026




Session 2:  From the GATS to RTAs: architecture, scheduling approaches, additional chapters or obligations (cont.)
9:00 – 12:30




Session 3:  E-commerce and digital trade from a services perspective	

14:00 – 17:00


· Trends in digital connectivity, enabling services (ICT) and enabled services
· E-commerce in the context of the GATS
· WTO workstreams on e-commerce
· The moratorium on electronic commerce
· E-commerce and digital trade rules in Preferential Trade Agreements


	

Wednesday 4 November 2026




Session 4: Overview of the Trade in Services for Development Initiative (TS4D), the Competitiveness Dashboard and I-TIP Services joint World Bank-WTO project
9:00 – 12:30

· Overview of TS4D Initiative 
· WB-WTO Trade in Services Competitiveness Dashboard 
· I-TIP Services and the Services Trade Policy Database (STPD)
· The STRI to quantify services trade policies: purpose, rationale and interpretation




Session 5: Group Exercise using the tools

14:00 – 17:00



	
Thursday 5 November 2026





Session 6:  Group Exercise using the tools and presentation of the output
 9:00 – 12:30                   



Session 7: Services domestic regulation: obligations, disciplines and practical relevance

14:00 – 17:00
· Presentation of selected good regulatory practices for services markets, including economic rationale and main features, relationship with the GATS and the WTO Disciplines on Services Domestic Regulation, and prevalence in preferential trade agreements
· Introduction to the Diagnostic and Reform Planning Tool (scope, modalities, and visualisation board)


	

Friday 6 November 2026





Session 8: Exercise on good regulatory practices and diagnostic tools 

             9:00 – 12:30
							     			
Group evaluation of the course and distribution of certificates							       												       14:00 – 15:30
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