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16-20 June 2025

Programme
This is a newly designed training activity, making use of blended approaches for adult learning. This course is an-depth and "hands-on" activity focusing on the work of the SPS Committee as a vital tool to oversee the implementation of the SPS Agreement, and on the instruments available to Members to resolve SPS issues. The course will promote the active involvement of participants with responsibilities in SPS-related matters, assisting them in enhancing their understanding of and participation in the work of the SPS Committee. 
The face-to-face component of this activity is scheduled over five days, in parallel to the June meeting of the SPS Committee. Through a series of sessions and practical exercises on the work of the SPS Committee and the principles and guidelines that underpin it, participants will deepen understanding of the SPS Agreement and its practical implementation. Participants will share their experiences and strengthen their knowledge on how to improve the implementation of specific provisions of the SPS Agreement and take advantage of the tools available to resolve SPS issues. The course will also be complemented by briefing sessions with key SPS actors and external experts from the STDF, Codex, WOAH, and IPPC. 
Participants will be required to do advance preparation as well as follow selected discussions during the June Committee week, as a stepping stone to engage in practical exercises.
The face-to-face component of this activity will be complemented by online sessions and the interactive use of a virtual classroom to ensure key learnings can be strengthened and implemented over time: an introductory session will be scheduled (date to be confirmed) to ensure participants step-in fully prepared into the course and a follow-up session will be scheduled in the fall (date to be confirmed) to monitor progress. Finally, participants will be strongly encouraged to make the necessary arrangements to participate remotely (virtual participation upon agreement by the participants' respective Missions) in the SPS Committee week scheduled to take place in November 2025.
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	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	9:00-9:15
	Welcome session
Edwini Kessie (director AGCD), Christiane Wolff (Committee Secretary) TBC
______
Ice-breaker; logistics-related matters; group photo; analysis of pre-course activities; setting tasks
	Brief recap of Day 1
	Brief recap of Day 2
	Brief recap of Day 3
	Main takeaways of the week

	9:15-10:45
	
	[bookmark: _Hlk103321814]Committee thematic sessions
Discussion based on Day 1 participation in the Committee; group exercise on identifying topics for future sessions and planning an agenda
	Preparation for and participation in the Committee and individual work: informal meeting
Presentation; participants will be asked a series of questions as preparatory work for discussion
Group discussion
	Addressing SPS trade issues
Mock Committee meeting; presentation by participants; discussion
	Committee documents (Part 3)
Presentations by participants on annual reports on STCs, ad hoc consultations, harmonization
______
Planning a Committee statement
Practical exercise: identification of a topic; preparation of statement

	10:45-11:00
	Coffee break
	Coffee break
	Coffee break
	Coffee break
	Coffee break

	11:00-12:00
	SPS Committee: overview 
Review of the role of the Committee, how it functions and how to benefit from it; e-tools to support Members' engagement
	SPS Agreement, key principles
Review of the main principles of the SPS Agreement, highlighting how they can facilitate safe trade; group exercise
	Transparency
Overview of SPS transparency principles; related Committee work
______
Committee documents (Part 2)
Presentations by participants on transparency report and guidelines
	ePing SPS&TBT Platform
Hands-on exercise
	Participation in the Committee and individual work
Participants will be expected to finalise their intervention for an agenda item of their choice

	12:00-13:00
	
	
	
	Lunch
	Lunch

	13:00- 14:00
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	The international standard-setting bodies
Presentations and panel discussion to familiarize participants with the work of Codex, IPPC, WOAH and their role in the Committee
	STDF
Overview; workstreams

	14:00-14:45
	Meeting the Committee chair
Participants led discussion on the importance of the Committee and how to engage in its work
	Meeting SPS delegates
Participant led discussion on coordination and preparation for Committee meetings
	Addressing SPS trade issues
Hands-on exercise to explore how to address SPS-related trade concerns; review of some of the main provisions of the SPS Agreement
	
	Group work
Discussion on how to foster engagement; individual action points

	14:45-15:15
	Debrief and discussion
Why an SPS Committee? What to watch out for this week? Other topics as identified by participants
	Debrief and discussion
Identifying good practices to prepare for Committee meetings; other topics as identified by participants
	
	
	Quiz and Q&A

	15:15-15:30
	Coffee break
	Coffee break
	Coffee break
	Coffee break
	Coffee break

	15:30-16:45
	Committee: current workstreams
Presentation; practical exercise
	Committee documents (Part 1)
Presentations by participants on key Committee guidelines and recommendations
	Addressing SPS trade issues
(continued)
	Breakout sessions with Codex, IPPC, WOAH
Participant led small group discussions
	Closing
Edwini Kessie (director AGCD), Christiane Wolff (Committee Secretary) TBC

	16:45-17:00
	Debrief of Day 1
	Debrief of Day 2
	Debrief of Day 3
	Debrief of Day 4
	

	17:00-18:00
	Participation in thematic session and individual work
Participants will be asked a series of questions as preparatory work for discussion on Day 2
	Participation in thematic session and individual work
(continued) Participants will be expected to finalise a proposal for a Committee thematic session
	Participation in the Committee and individual work
Based on Committee discussions, participants will be expected to adjust their interventions for mock Committee meeting on Day 4; and answer questions on the importance of international standards for discussion with Codex, IPPC, WOAH
	Participation in the Committee and individual work
Based on Committee discussions, participants will be asked a series of questions as preparatory work for discussion on Day 5
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