
Course on trade in services for development
DRAFT PROGRAMME

Monday 1 December

9h00 – 10h00	Overview: Trade in Services for Development Initiative


10h00 – 11h30	Global and Regional Trends on Trade in Services: The Changing Contribution of Services Trade to Development

This session will explore recent developments and emerging patterns in global and regional trade in services, with particular attention to trends affecting developing countries.  This session will also examine the evolving contribution of services trade policies to development strategies.

Q&A


11h30 – 13h00	Trade in Services Statistics  

The session will include a live demonstration of available trade in services statistics and feature a hands-on exercise designed to help participants apply these tools in analysing real-world policy environments.

Lunch


14h15 – 15h30	Overview of the GATS

This session will review key aspects of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), covering its scope, key obligations, and schedules of specific commitments.


15h30 – 17h30	Services Regulatory Data, Commitments and Quantification of Services Trade Policies 

· I-TIP Services joint World Bank-WTO project 
· World Bank-WTO Survey on Impediments to Services Trade
· Quantification of services trade policies: purpose, rationale and interpretation. Use of the STRI: trade cost modelling and simulations
· STRI dashboard
· Interactive exercise on the use of the STPD and STRI. 


 
Tuesday 2 December

9h00 – 10h00	Transparency Initiative

Discussion of this component of the TS4D work programme: process, application of regulatory surveys and STPD, impact, and possible uses.


10h00 – 13h00 	Trade in Services Competitiveness Dashboard

· Demonstration of the WTO-WB competitiveness dashboard, which is a data-driven analytical tool intended to help assess the performance and potential of the services sector and services trade.  
· Interactive exercise and preliminary application of the dashboard.


Lunch


14h15 – 17h30	Services Domestic Regulation: Using the WBG-WTO Handbook to Inform Discussions at Domestic and International Levels.
 
· Presentation of selected good regulatory practices for services markets and related self-assessment tool;
· Interactive demonstration of the self-assessment tool, highlighting its role in identifying capacity-building needs.

 

Wednesday 3 December and Thursday 4 December 
Participants will attend the WTO-World Bank Global Conference on Trade in Services for Development.  The preliminary programme is available in the WTO website: WTO | Services - gateway page


Friday 5 December
9h00 – 10h30 	Presentation and discussion by participants of results of exercises on the Services Trade Competitiveness Dashboard and Domestic Regulation Self-Assessment Tool


10h30 – 12h30	Exchanges with Participating Members on their Capacity Building and Technical Assistance Plans

[bookmark: _Hlk201323328]Focused discussions with participating governments to establish plans of assistance in function of where TS4D components coincide with national objectives and interests.


12h30 – 13h00	Evaluation and Closing


_____________
