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ACCESSION OF SOMALIA

ITC-WTO JOINT TECHNICAL MISSION TO MOGADISHU

10 TO 15 OCTOBER 2026

Draft programme

At the request of the Federal Government of Somalia and under the overall guidance of Somalia's Chief Trade Negotiator, the International Trade Centre (ITC) will lead the coordination and facilitation of a joint ITC-World Trade Organization (WTO) technical mission to Mogadishu, Somalia, from 10 to 15 October 2026. The mission brings together ITC's project implementation and technical assistance role and the WTO Secretariat's accession-process expertise to support Somalia's preparations for the next stages of its WTO accession. It will be delivered in the context of the UK funded and ITC-implemented Making Trade Happen 2026-27 project, "Supporting Somalia's WTO accession to enhance Trade Competitiveness and Inclusive Growth". The draft programme is provided in the Annex.

Mission objectives: 

· Serve as an initial scoping and engagement mission for ITC under the project, enabling it to deepen its understanding of Somalia's accession priorities, establish direct working relationships and coordination arrangements with the Somali accession team, and lay the foundation for effective follow-up support;
· Support Somalia in finalizing for circulation:
· Questions & Replies
· Legislative Action Plan and legislation notice
· Comprehensive set of accession supporting documents
· Advance in the preparation of initial market access offers on goods and services;
· Promote high-level discussion on the synergies between EAC implementation and WTO Accession, in collaboration with the EAC Secretariat.

Pre-requisite for the mission: Somalia to provide drafts of the below necessary accession documentation by 27 September 2026:

· Questions and Replies (replies to Members' questions submitted following the 1st Working Party meeting)
· Legislative Action Plan (update of WT/ACC/SOM/6) and list of pieces of legislation to be circulated to the Working Party
· Agricultural Supporting Tables (WT/ACC/22/Add.1) 
· Import Licensing Procedures Questionnaire (Annex IV of WT/ACC/22/Rev.1)
· Customs Valuation Checklist (Annex V of WT/ACC/22/Rev.1)
· TBT Checklist (WT/ACC/22/Add.2)
· SPS Checklist (WT/ACC/22/Add.2)
· TRIPS Questionnaire (WT/ACC/22/Add.2)
· TFA Action Plan
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Draft as of 30 September 2026
ANNEX

Draft week programme overview (10-15 October)

Working approach: under the overall guidance of Somalia's Chief Trade Negotiator, ITC will facilitate the sessions and coordinate mission delivery in close cooperation with the WTO Secretariat's Accessions Division and the partners indicated below.
	Timing
	Friday 9 Oct
	Saturday 10 Oct
	Sunday 11 Oct
	Monday 12 Oct
	Tuesday 13 Oct
	Wednesday 14 Oct
	Thursday 15 Oct

	09:00-10:30
	Morning:

Arrival in Mogadishu
	Technical kick-off and working arrangements

Tour de table
Review of technical objectives, documentation and expected outputs
Mission approach and working arrangements

Facilitation: ITC, WTO Secretariat

OCTN technical team and all Question / Replies institutions
	Technical Session:  
Q&Rs + factual questions on the MFTR

Facilitation: ITC, WTO Secretariat

Monetary and fiscal policies, FX
CBS
	Formal opening of the mission

Opening remarks:
Somalia’s Chief Trade Negotiator
UK representative — funding partner
ITC
WTO Secretariat

UK support through the ITC-implemented Making Trade Happen project

Facilitation: FGS and ITC
	Technical Session:  
Accession supporting documents
· TBT Checklist and TBT issues
Facilitation: ITC, with the WTO Secretariat 

SOBS, MoCI, MoF/ Customs
	Joint high-level session on EAC implementation and WTO Accession
Senior Officials 
FGS (PS OPM, DG Moci, DG MoF, DG Revenue, DG SNBS, DG SARIS, DG MoAI, DG MoLFR, DG MoFBE, DG NCA, ED CBS, Mahdi, NTFC)
EAC Secretariat
WTO Secretariat
UK representative — 
Facilitation: ITC
	Wrap-up session
Facilitation: FGS/ITC, with the WTO Secretariat

	10:30-11:00
	
	Break
	Break
	Break
	Break
	Break
	Break

	11:00-12:30
	
	Technical Session:  
Q&Rs + factual questions on the MFTR
Facilitation: ITC, with the WTO Secretariat

Economic policies
MoPIED, MoCI
	Technical Session:  
Q&Rs + factual questions on the MFTR

Facilitation: ITC, WTO Secretariat

Import/Export regulations
MoCI, MoF/Customs
	Technical Session:  
· LAP and legislation

Facilitation: ITC, with the WTO Secretariat

OPM Legal Advisors, Ministry of Justice, OCTN legal
	Technical Session:  
Accession supporting documents 
· AGSTs 
Facilitation: ITC, with the WTO Secretariat

Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, Ministry of Livestock, Forestry and Range
	Technical Session:
Initial market access offer on goods
Facilitation: ITC, with the WTO Secretariat

OPM, Director of Customs, EAC, MoCI Director of Trade
	Bilateral meetings (as necessary) 
Coordination: ITC with FGS/WTO Secretariat

	12:30-14:00
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch

	14:00-15:30
	Afternoon:

Internal coordination meeting

FGS-WTO-ITC
	Technical Session:  
Q&Rs + factual questions on the MFTR
Facilitation: ITC, with the WTO Secretariat

Investment regime
MoCI, SIA
	Technical Session:  
Accession supporting documents 
· ILP Questionnaire
· CV Checklist

Facilitation: ITC, with the WTO Secretariat

MoCI, MoF/Customs
	Technical Session:  
Accession supporting documents 
· TFA Action Plan
Facilitation: ITC, with the WTO Secretariat

OPM, Immigration, Customs, MoCI, Justice, SOMINVEST, MoPIED

	Technical Session:  
Accession supporting documents
· SPS Checklist and SPS issues
Facilitation: ITC, with the WTO Secretariat

SARIS, SOBS, MoA, Fisheries, Livestock
	Technical Session:  
· Outstanding issues (as necessary)

Facilitation: ITC, with the WTO Secretariat
	Afternoon:

TBC Departure from Mogadishu

	15:30-16:00
	
	Break
	Break
	Break
	Break
	Break
	

	16:00-17:30
	
	Technical Session:  
Q&Rs + factual questions on the MFTR
Facilitation: ITC, with the WTO Secretariat 
IP, trade agreements
MoCI
	Technical Session:  
Questions and Replies
Facilitation: ITC, with the WTO Secretariat

MoCI, Ministries responsible for several services sectors (transport, communication, etc)
	Technical Session:
Initial market access offer on services

Facilitation: ITC, WTO Secretariat
	High level Launch: Trade for Peace Somalia Initiative 
UK representative
OP
OPM
MoCI
MoF
MoA
MoLFR
MoFBE
MoIRFA
MoPIC
Chamber of Commerce
Peacebuilding CSO’s - Somalia Non-state Actors (SONSA)
	Discussion on Technical Assistance: mapping needs and partner’s support

Led by FGS, facilitated by ITC and WTO Secretariat/partners
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