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Course on Trade in Services for Development for LDCs
(Under the China LDCs and Accessions Programme)

[12-14 October 2026]


Concept Note

Background
Services play a growing role in economic diversification, productivity growth and export competitiveness. For Least Developed Countries (LDCs), strengthening performance on services trade can contribute significantly to development outcomes, including integration into regional and global value chains, digital transformation, and employment generation.

However, many LDCs face persistent constraints affecting services trade competitiveness, including limited data availability, weak policy environments, regulatory fragmentation, and weak coordination among institutions responsible for services policy. Policymakers often lack practical tools to assess services trade competitiveness, evaluate strengths and weaknesses, identify needs and opportunities, and to identify priority policy actions.

Under the Trade in Services for Development (TS4D) initiative, the WTO Secretariat, in cooperation with the World Bank Group, has developed a range of capacity-building tools to help developing countries leverage services trade for growth and development.  These include, in particular, the Services Trade Competitiveness Diagnostic Dashboard, the Services Trade Policy Database (STPD) and the Services Trade Restrictiveness Index (STRI), and the Handbook on Good Regulatory Practices to Facilitate Trade in Services.

Building on these tools, the proposed course aims to strengthen the capacity of LDC officials to assess services trade sector competitiveness and identify regulatory and policy priorities to support the contribution of services trade to growth and development strategies.

The course would be financed through the China LDCs and Accessions Programme, which supports capacity-building activities for LDC Members of the WTO.


Objectives
The course will aim to:

· Strengthen understanding of key trends in global services trade and of the changing role of services in development and structural transformation.
· Introduce participants to the services trade competitiveness diagnostic dashboard and related analytical tools.

· Enable officials to interpret services trade data and indicators to assess their national services trade performance.

· Provide practical guidance on good regulatory practices (GRP) for services sectors and their role in facilitating trade and investment.

· Enhance the capacity of participants in identifying priority reforms and policy actions to enhance services sector competitiveness.

· Promote peer learning and exchange of experiences among LDC policymakers.


Target Audience
The course would target mid- to senior-level government officials from LDCs, particularly from the Ministries of Trade, Ministries responsible for services sectors, Regulatory authorities, or Investment promotion agencies.

Participants should ideally be involved in services trade policy or economic development strategies. 


Format
The course would be conducted over three days, combining: interactive lectures; hands-on demonstrations of analytical tools; group exercises using the competitiveness dashboard; quizzes; and peer exchange among participants.

Participants will work with real data to explore how to apply them to national policy discussions.  They will be expected to produce, during the course, a brief preliminary diagnostic their national services trade situation, allowing for exploration of initial ideas for priority actions and possible follow-up in the national context.



Draft Programme (Indicative)

	12 October 2026

	
	Opening session
Welcome and introductory remarks
	

	
	Overview of the TS4D initiative 
	

	

	Session 1: The Changing Contribution of Services Trade to Development
This session will explore recent developments and emerging patterns in global and regional trade in services, with particular attention to trends affecting LDCs.  
This session will also examine the evolving contribution of services trade policies to development strategies.
· Discussion with participants
· Interactive exercise with the use of the Global Services Trade Data Hub
	



	
	Session 2: Review of GATS: main obligations and schedules of commitments
Participants will review the scope and main obligations and disciplines of the GATS, and explore how legally binding commitments are undertaken for trade in services liberalization.
	

	
	LUNCH BREAK
	

	
	Session 2 (continued): Review of GATS: main obligations and schedules of commitments 
	

	
	Session 3: Exercise on the scheduling of commitments under the GATS
This exercise will permit to apply key concepts necessary to read and draft schedules of specific commitments under the GATS.

	

	

	13 October 2026 

	

	Session 4: I-TIP Services, the Services Trade Policy Database and the STRI
Participants will be familiarized with the contents of I-TIP services, with a particular focus on the Services Trade Policy Database (STPD), the Services Trade
Restrictions Index (STRI) and the STRI visualization tool.   

	



	
	Session 5:  WB-WTO Trade in Services Competitiveness Dashboard 
Presentation of the WTO-WB dashboard, which is a set of tools and analytical metrics, both quantitative and qualitative, that is intended to help assess the performance and potential of the services sector and services trade.  It is designed to help map an economy's readiness to leverage trade in services for inclusive growth.
Participants will use the dashboard to reflect on their economy's strengths and weaknesses, as well as priority areas and key objectives on services trade and related policies.  

	



	
	LUNCH BREAK
	

	
	Session 6: Application of the Competitiveness Dashboard by Participants – Exercise

	



	14 October 2026

	
	Session 7: Services Domestic Regulation 
This session will highlight how domestic regulatory measures are affecting services markets, how they are addressed by the GATS, and introduce the Disciplines on Services Domestic Regulation.
	



	
	LUNCH BREAK

	

	
	Session 8: Handbook on Good Regulatory Practices & Diagnostic Tool
The session will present the WTO-World Bank Handbook on Good Regulatory Practices to Facilitate Trade in Services, and introduce the Diagnostic & Reform Planning Tool for benchmarking domestic regulatory regimes against good regulatory practices.
	

	
	Session 9: Exercise on Good Regulatory Practices
	

	
	Evaluation and Closing session
	






