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Regional Workshop on Trade in Services for Arab Countries

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
28-30 September 2026


Draft Programme

	Monday, 28 September 2026

	 9:00 – 9:15	
	Administrative briefing
	AMF

	 9:15 - 9:30
	Opening session
Welcome and introductory remarks
	AMF
WTO

	9:30-9:45
	Multiple choice test on trade in services 
	WTO

	 9:45 - 10:00
	Group photo
	All

	10:00 - 10:15
	BREAK
	

	10:15 – 12:00


	Services trade facts and figures: global and regional trends
This session will introduce participants to the notion of services and trade in services with a brief outlook at the role of services in economic development in general. It will then explore recent developments and emerging patterns in global and regional trade in services. This session will also examine the evolving contribution of services trade policies to development strategies.
	WTO

	12:00– 12:45
	LUNCH BREAK
	

	12:45-14:30

	Session 2: Review of the GATS and trade in services agreements 
The presentation will focus and discuss in depth the scope of the GATS, present its main obligations and disciplines. We will look at how legally binding commitments are undertaken for trade in services liberalization through schedules of specific commitments 
	WTO

	14:30 – 14:45
	BREAK
	

	
14:45 – 16:00
	Introduction to the World Bank-WTO Integrated Trade Information Portal (I-TIP Services), the Services Trade Policy Database (STPD), and Services Trade Restrictions Index (STRI)
https://itip-services-worldbank.wto.org
Participants will be familiarized with the contents of ITIP services: GATS, RTAs, applied regimes, statistics. Particular focus will be put on the Services Trade Policy Database (STPD), the Services Trade Restrictions Index (STRI) and the STRI visualization tool.  In addition, participants will be instructed as to how to use the STPD as a tool for the scheduling of commitments.
	WTO



	Tuesday, 29 September 2026

	9:00 - 9:30
	Review of Day 1
	WTO


	9:30 – 10:15
	Role of regulatory audits/ surveys in TiS Negotiations

•	Why have regulatory surveys?
•	Potential uses and tools
•	Platform and Data Access - Where and how can you access your Regulatory audit reports?
	WTO 


	[bookmark: _Hlk223956331]10:15 - 10:30
	BREAK
	

	10:30-12:00
	 Practical Exercise on the scheduling of specific commitments 
With the help of analytical Tools  - I-TIP Services - The WTO/World Bank Services Database (see http://i-tip.wto.org/services), participants will analyse services trade policies, identify policy measures relevant for scheduling of commitments, and prepare draft schedules of specific commitments

	WTO 


	12:00 - 12:45
	LUNCH BREAK
	

	12:45 - 
14:30
	Practical Exercise on the scheduling of specific commitments (continued)

	WTO


	14:30 – 14:45
	BREAK
	

	14:45 – 16:00
	Comparative Data for Participating Economies 
This session will present similarities and differences in the trade restrictions landscape between economies participating in the Workshop.
	






	Wednesday, 30 September 2026

	  9:00 - 
10:15
	Services Domestic Regulation as a tool to facilitate trade in services  
This session will highlight how domestic regulatory measures are affecting services markets, how they are addressed by the GATS, and introduce the Disciplines on Services Domestic Regulation.
The session will present the WTO-World Bank Handbook on Good Regulatory Practices to Facilitate Trade in Services, and introduce the Diagnostic & Reform Planning Tool for benchmarking domestic regulatory regimes against good regulatory practices.
	WTO

	10:15 - 10:30
	BREAK
	

	10:30 – 12:00
	WB-WTO Trade in Services Competitiveness Dashboard 
Presentation of the WTO-WB dashboard, which is a set of tools and analytical metrics, both quantitative and qualitative, that is intended to help assess the performance and potential of the services sector and services trade.  It is designed to help map an economy's readiness to leverage trade in services for inclusive growth.
Participants will use the dashboard to reflect on their economy's strengths and weaknesses, as well as priority areas and key objectives on services trade and related policies.  

	WTO

	12:00 - 12:45
	LUNCH BREAK
	

	12:45 – 14:00

	Exercise on the application of the Competitiveness Dashboard
	WTO


	14:00 – 14:45
	Multiple choice test on trade in services, including discussion of answers
	WTO

	14:45 - 15:30
	Evaluation and Closing session 
	AMF
WTO
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