
National Activity on Trade and Environment
requested by the Government of Rwanda

Objectives: The Government of Rwanda has requested a WTO national activity to follow up on the initial engagement held in May 2024 as part of the Action on Climate and Trade (ACT), a pilot project launched by the WTO Secretariat in collaboration with the World Bank (WB) and the World Economic Forum (WEF). Building on the mission held in May, the three institutions conducted a six-month policy research aimed at delivering actionable recommendations on how trade and trade policies could further support Rwanda's mitigation and adaptation goals.

Objectives: The objectives of the upcoming activity in December 2024 are to: (i) present and discuss with relevant government officials the findings of the policy research, with a focus on how trade and trade policies can support Rwanda's climate goals, including in relation to its mitigation and adaptation targets; (ii) share these findings with relevant stakeholders from the public and private sectors through a Public-Private Workshop; and (iii) discuss with relevant government officials a possible action plan for the analysis' recommendations.

Tentative Programme 

Day 1 – Wednesday, 4 December

	
	Time
	Ministries/Agencies
	Contents
	Resource institution

	1.
	9:00 – 12:00

	Ministry of Trade and Industry (Minicom)
	Presentation and discussion of the ACT analysis with the Minicom, preparation for the public-private workshop 

	WTO, WB, WEF

	2.
	14:00 – 16:00
	Minicom, Ministry of Environment, NDC partnership team
	NDC-trade roundtable to discuss how the ACT analysis could be integrated into the Rwanda's upcoming update to its NDC
	WTO, WB, WEF



Day 2 – Thursday, 5 December (Public-private workshop)

	Time
	Activity
	Details

	8:30 – 9:00 
	Registration and coffee 
	Participant registration and coffee networking

	9:00– 9:45 
	Opening panel


	An opening panel with: 
· H.E. Prudence Sebahizi, Minister of Trade and Industry (tbc)
· H.E. Valentine Uwamariya, Minister of Environment (tbc)
· Sahr Kpundeh, Country Manager, Rwanda, World Bank Group (tbc)
· WTO
· WEF

	9:45 – 10:00 
	ACT Presentation
	15-minute presentation by the ACT team (WTO, WEF, WB) on trade policy options for climate mitigation and adaptation in emerging green growth sectors for Rwanda

	10:00 – 11:15 
	Breakout Groups
	Participants will be organized into five parallel breakout groups to discuss trade actions for: horticulture; critical minerals; circular economy; clean energy; transport. A participants' survey will help organize the groups in advance and collaboration with Minicom will allocate government officials appropriately. The discussion will be moderated by the ACT team (WTO, WB, WEF).

	11:15– 11:30
	Coffee Break
	Networking

	11:30 – 13:00 
	Plenary Action 
	Breakout group leaders will report back; the ACT team (WTO, WEF, WB) will synthesize and suggest reflection on areas for action.

ACT team (WTO, WEF, WB) and Minicom will engage participants in prioritizing suggestions made during the breakout groups.

	13:00 – 14:00 
	Lunch Break
	Informal networking 



Day 3 – Friday, 6 December

	
	Time
	Ministries/Agencies
	Contents
	Resource institution

	1.
	10:00 – 12:00

	Various private stakeholders, civil society, other governmental and non-governmental agencies
	Development partners dialogue on the ACT analysis
	WTO, WB, WEF

	2.
	14:00 – 16:00
	Minicom
	Closing meeting with the Minicom – wrap up and discussion of action points 
	WTO, WB, WEF




__________


