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Workshop on Rules of Origin 
Islamabad, xx-xx May/June 2025
PROGRAMME

	Trainers:

	· Mr Darlan F. Martí; Secretary of the Committee on Rules of Origin and trade policy specialist at the Market Access Division of the World Trade Organization (WTO)
	· Ms Chunxiao XU

Technical Attaché, Origin Sub-Directorate, Tariff and Trade Affairs Directorate, World Customs Organization (WCO)


Day 1
	08:30 – 09:00
	Welcome remarks and expectations and objectives
Representative of the Ministry of Commerce
Representative of other agencies

Ms. Chunxiao XU (WCO) and Mr Darlan F. MARTÍ (WTO)

	09:00 – 10:15
	SESSION 1. Rules of Origin in international trade 
What are rules of origin and why are they used in international trade? Distinction between preferential rules of origin and non-preferential rules of origin. What is the role of customs administrations?
Ms Chunxiao XU (WCO)

	10:15 – 10:45
	Break

	10:45 – 12:00
	SESSION 2. Rules of origin (origin criteria)
Overview of different types of rules of origin: preferential vs non-preferential rules of origin. Concept of wholly obtained goods and substantial transformation (value added rules, change of tariff classification and process-specific rules). Practical exercises Product specific rules of origin

Ms Chunxiao XU (WCO)

	12:00 – 13:30
	Lunch

	13:30 – 14:45
	SESSION 3. Rules of origin (additional concepts)
Overview of additional concepts related to origin: the tolerance rule, minimal operations, cumulation and direct consignment. Practical exercises

Ms Chunxiao XU (WCO)

	14:45 – 15:15
	Break

	15:15 – 16:30
	SESSION 4. The economic impact of rules of origin

How do rules of origin impact business and investment decisions? How do preferential rules of origin impact global and regional supply chains? What is the link between rules of origin and the utilization of trade preferences?

Mr Darlan F. Martí (WTO)


Day 2
	09:00 – 10:15
	SESSION 5. Origin certification and digitalization
Different types of proofs of origin: third party certification of origin vs self-certification, electronic certificates, registered exporters, etc. Trends. 

Challenges linked to certification and verification of origin using electronic and manual certificates of origin and the establishment and use of Electronic Data Exchange (EDE) systems.
Ms Chunxiao XU (WCO) 

	10:15 – 10:45
	Break

	10:45 – 12:00
	SESSION 6. Origin verification and Origin irregularities 
Verification of origin, origin irregularities, and enforcing preferential rules of origin to avoid circumvention, origin irregularities and fraud

Ms Chunxiao XU (WCO)


	12:00 – 13:30
	Lunch

	13:30 – 14:45
	SESSION 7. The WTO Agreement on Rules of Origin and the work of the WTO Committee on Rules of Origin and the WCO Technical Committee on Rules of Origin (TCRO)
Overview of the Agreement and its objectives, the work programme for the harmonization of non-preferential rules of origin and the current state of play in the work programme, the work of the WCO Technical Committee on Rules of Origin (TCRO)
Mr Darlan F. Martí (WTO)
Ms Chunxiao XU (WCO)


	14:45 – 15:15
	Break

	15:15 – 16:30
	SESSION 8. Rules of Origin and the utilization of trade preferences
Concept of "Preference utilisation rates" and methodology of calculation, drivers of preference utilization and linkages between rules of origin and the utilization of trade preferences.

Mr Darlan F. Martí (WTO)


Day 3 
	09:00 – 10:15
	SESSION 9. Advance rulings for origin
Present the WCO tools related to advance rulings “WCO Technical Guidelines on Advance Rulings for Classification, Origin and Valuation”

Ms Chunxiao XU (WCO)

	10:15 – 10:45
	Break

	10:45 – 12:00
	SESSION 10. Negotiating, designing and drafting rules of origin
Illustrations of different types of rules of origin, comparison of rules of origin used in different regional trade agreements, negotiation of free trade agreements and discussion about possible best practices.

Mr Darlan F. Martí (WTO)


	12:00 – 13:30
	Lunch

	13:30 – 14:45
	SESSION 11. How to find information about rules of origin? 
Information available in the WTO website, resources available in the WCO website. Advance rulings. The ITC-WCO-WTO Origin Facilitator. Practical exercises
Mr Darlan F. Martí (WTO)
Ms Chunxiao XU (WCO) 

	14:45 – 15:15
	Break

	15:15 – 16:30
	SESSION 12. Conclusions and Evaluation
Mr Darlan F. Martí (WTO)
Ms Chunxiao XU (WCO)
Representative of the Ministry of Commerce


