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WTO national WORKSHOP ON the 

AGReement on the application of sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures and the TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE (tbt) agreement


Kathmandu, Nepal
4-6 December 2024
DRAFT PROGRAMME
Structure and objective

This workshop will focus on the SPS and TBT Agreements, and their implementation. It will combine presentations, exercises and interactive sessions aimed at enhancing Nepal's overall understanding of the Agreements, with particular emphasis on transparency, the ePing SPS&TBT Platform, and ongoing discussions in the SPS and TBT Committees.
Venue

The workshop will be held at [TBC]
Resource persons - WTO 
Mr Erik Wijkström
Head, TBT Section
Trade and Environment Division, WTO
E-mail: erik.wijkstrom@wto.org  
Ms Nazia Mohammed
Economic Affairs Officer
Agriculture and Commodities Division, SPS Section, WTO
E-mail: nazia.mohammed@wto.org 
Resource persons – Nepal

Wednesday, 4 December 2024
	Time
	Agenda item

	8:30 – 9:00
	Registration of participants

	9:00 – 9:15
	1.1 Opening session
· Opening remarks: 
· Nepal
· WTO 


	9:15 – 9:45
	1.2 Overview and objectives 
· Structure and objective of the workshop

· Introductions
WTO 



	09:45 – 10:00
	Coffee Break

	10:00 – 10:45
	1.3 Introduction to the WTO, the SPS and TBT Agreements

· WTO main functions, structure, basic principles
· Non-tariff measures (including SPS and TBT measures)
WTO

	10:45 - 12:30
	1.4 Key principles of the SPS Agreement

· Interactive exercise on the key principles of the SPS Agreement

WTO 

	12:30 - 13:30 
	Lunch Break 

	13:30 - 15:00
	1.5 Key principles of the TBT Agreement 

· Scope, coverage and objectives; TBT measures (standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures); basic principles

WTO

	15:00 – 15:15
	Coffee Break

	15:15 – 16:30


	1.6 SPS or TBT? 

· Interactive exercise on the scope and coverage of the SPS and TBT Agreements
WTO

	16:30 -17:00
	Q&A 


Thursday, 5 December 2024
	Time
	Agenda Item

	9:00 – 10:30
	2.1 Transparency in the SPS and TBT Agreements 

· Key provisions
· Functions of National Notification Authority/Enquiry Point
WTO

	10:30 – 10:45
	Coffee Break

	10:45 – 12:30
	2.2 WTO tools and the ePing SPS&TBT Platform 
· Main online sources of SPS/TBT information

· Main functions of the ePing SPS&TBT Platform and interactive exercises
WTO


	12:30 – 13:30 
	Lunch Break 

	13:30 – 15:00
	2.3 Sharing of national experiences (SPS)

Nepal


	15:00 – 15:15
	Coffee Break

	15:15 – 16:30
	2.4 Sharing of national experiences (TBT)
Nepal


	16:30 – 17:00
	Q&A


Friday, 6 December 2024
	Time
	Agenda Item

	9:00 – 10:30
	3.1 The SPS and TBT Committees
· Functions and roles
· Committee agenda items
· Addressing trade concerns
 WTO

	10:30 – 10:45
	Coffee Break

	10:45 – 11:45
	3.2 How to react to an incoming notification  

· Interactive exercise
WTO 

	11:45 – 12:30
	3.3 Summary discussion and questions

· Group discussion
WTO and participants

	12:30 – 13:00
	3.4 Closing session

· Evaluation 
· Closing Remarks: 
· Nepal
· WTO 



Background materials

SPS resources:

· Sanitary and phytosanitary measures - Gateway
· The Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement)
· Major Decisions and Documents of the SPS Committee
· Recommended Procedures for Implementing the Transparency Obligations of the SPS Agreement (Article 7) - Revision
· Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures - Members' transparency toolkit
· The SPS Committee
· SPS eLearning Course
· Video "Let's Talk Food Safety" https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7HHRTHc4zA 
· Videos created and provided by the New Zealand Ministry for Primary Industries

· National treatment: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s04acalFRrc 
· Basic rights and obligations: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LB7KD0Hm1X4 
· Equivalence: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GxsV16ufBU 

· Harmonization: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mY4AIhZYC9s
· Regionalization: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8sg8b-dvKH4  

· Risk assessment: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwMkm95ZnE0 
· Transparency: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-IkLFrtjC-U 

· Standards and Trade Development Facility (STDF): 

· STDF's latest publications, including on:
· Good regulatory practices to improve SPS measures A practical guide.

· Prioritizing SPS investments for Market Access (P-IMA): An evidence-based approach to inform and improve SPS decision-making.

· Why gender mainstreaming matters for SPS capacity.

· STDF's latest briefing notes, including on climate change.  

· STDF's latest video: Shaping a safer world
TBT resources:

· Technical Barriers to Trade Gateway


· The Technical Barriers to Trade Agreement  



· TBT: 10 Results from 2022: https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/tbt10keys2022_e.pdf
Additional resources:

· Online tools to search for SPS/TBT information: Documents Online; ePing SPS&TBT Platform; eAgenda; Trade Concerns Database; ePing Member Profile – Nepal[image: image1.png]M)
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