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WTO national WORKSHOP ON the 
AGReement on the application of sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures and the TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE (tbt) agreement

Draft Programme (21.02.2023)
Abuja, Nigeria
25-27 April 2023
Structure and objective

The workshop will focus on SPS and TBT Agreements. The workshop will combine lectures, exercises and interactive sessions aimed at enhancing Nigeria's overall understanding of the Agreements, with special emphasis on the transparency provisions and on the ongoing discussions in the SPS and TBT Committees. Among other things, the hands-on training exercises will be geared at searching for information using the ePing SPS&TBT Platform and using its other functions.
Venue

The workshop will be held at the [tbd]. 
WTO resource persons 
Ms Camille Fléchet
Dispute Settlement Lawyer
Agriculture and Commodities Division, SPS Section

E-mail : camille.flechet@wto.org
Mr Lauro Locks
Counsellor
Trade and Environment Division, TBT Section
E-mail: lauro.locks@wto.org
TBC (online session)
Nigerian resource persons for the Workshop 

(Session on Sharing of national SPS and TBT experiences)
 [TBD]
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Tuesday, 25 April 2023
	Time
	Agenda item

	8:30 – 9:00
	Registration of participants

	9:00 – 9:15
	Opening session
· Opening remarks by representative from Nigeria
· World Trade Organization (WTO)

	9:15 – 9:45
	Overview and objectives

· Structure and objective of the workshop 
· Introduction of participants

· Self-assessment quiz 
Resource persons: Locks, Fléchet, WTO 

	9:45 – 10:30
	Introduction to the WTO, the SPS and TBT Agreements
· General introduction to the WTO

· Tariff and non-tariff measures (SPS and TBT Agreements)
Resource person: Locks, Fléchet, WTO


	10:30 – 10:45
	Coffee break

	10:45 - 12:30
	Overview of key principles of the SPS Agreement
· Scope and objectives of the SPS Agreement and main principles and disciplines of the SPS Agreement 

Resource person: Fléchet, WTO


	12:30 - 14:00 
	Lunch break 

	14:00 - 15:30
	Overview of key principles of the TBT Agreement 
· Presentation of scope, coverage and objectives; TBT measures - standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures; basic principles
Resource persons: Locks, WTO


	15:30 – 15:45
	Coffee break

	15:45 – 17:00

	SPS or TBT? 

· Scope and coverage of the SPS and TBT Agreements
Resource persons: Locks, Fléchet, WTO 
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Wednesday, 26 April 2023
	Time
	Agenda Item

	9:00 – 10:30
	International Standards (SPS and TBT)

· Intro SPS/TBT rules on int'l standards (Locks, Fléchet, WTO)
· [speakers SPS: Nigeria resource persons: focal points for Codex, OIE, IPPC tbc]
· [speakers TBT ISBs: ISO, IEC, ARSO, tbc]


	10:30 – 10:45
	Coffee Break

	10:45 – 11:30
	International Standards (SPS and TBT), continued 
· Intro SPS/TBT rules on int'l standards (Locks, Fléchet, WTO)
· [speakers SPS: Nigeria resource persons: focal points for Codex, OIE, IPPC tbc]
· [speakers TBT ISBs: ISO, IEC, ARSO, tbc]


	11:30 – 12:10
	Introduction to the transparency provisions of the SPS and TBT Agreements 
Resource person: Locks, Fléchet, WTO

	12:10– 12:30
	ePing SPS&TBT Platform
· A brief Overview of the Platform
Resource persons: Locks, Fléchet, WTO

	12:30 - 14:00 
	Lunch Break 

	14:00 – 15:30
	Sharing of national SPS and TBT experiences (open topics)
· SPS experiences [Nigeria resource person(s) tbd]

· TBT experiences [Nigeria resource person(s) tbd]

· Debates/Q&As



	15:30 – 15:45
	Coffee Break

	15:45 – 16:30 
	Options: 

STDF overview (Resource persons: Fléchet, WTO) 

OR 
SPS, TBT and the Trade Facilitation Agreement (Resource persons WTO tbc, possibly virtual) 

	16:30 – 17:00 
	Q&As/open debates issues covered Days 1-2
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Thursday, 27 April 2023
	Time
	Agenda Item

	9:00 – 9:45
	RTAs in SPS and TBT Agreements [tbc]

· Intro SPS/TBT rules on RTAs (Locks, Fléchet, WTO)
· [speaker(s) national experience Nigeria TBT/SPS in RTAs e.g. ECOWAS AfCFTA]


	9:45 – 10:30
	Fisheries [tbc]

Resource person(s) WTO: tbc

	10:30 – 10:45
	Coffee Break

	10:45 – 11:30
	The work of the SPS and TBT Committees
· Functions and roles

· Committee agenda items

· Specific trade concerns

Resource person(s): Locks, Fléchet, WTO

	11:30 – 12:30
	Closing session

· Summary and final Q&A/Debates (30 min)
· Evaluation: [Add link]. (15 min)
· Closing Remarks (15 min):
· Representative from Nigeria
· WTO Representatives


	12:30 - 14:00
 
	Lunch Break 


	Afternoon session (2hs max)
(place/time tbd)
	Meeting(s) with selected government officials and other stakeholders.
Resource person(s): Locks, Fléchet, WTO
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