TRADE IN SERVICES FOR DEVELOPMENT (TS4D) WORKSHOP
11-12 NOVEMBER 2026, KUALA LUMPUR

Programme 
	
Wednesday | 11 November 2026


	09h30 – 09h45
	Arrival of Participants and Registration

	09h45 – 10h00
	Arrival of VIP

	10h00 – 10h15
	Welcome and Introductory Remarks 

	10h15 – 10h45
	Session 1: Overview of the Trade in Services for Development initiative
This session will briefly discuss the purpose of the WTO-World Bank TS4D initiative and present its six workstreams: competitiveness diagnostic dashboard; services trade statistics; services export promotion activities; good regulatory practices; services trade policy analysis; transparency of services trade policies.

	10h45 – 13h00
	Session 2: Key Trends in Services Trade
This session will explore recent developments and emerging patterns in global and regional trade in services.  It will also discuss the evolving contribution of services trade policies to development strategies.

	13h00 – 14h30
	Lunch break

	14h30 – 17h30
	Session 3: Review of GATS: main obligations and schedules of commitments
Participants will review the scope and main obligations and disciplines of the GATS, as well as schedules of specific commitments for trade in services.
Exercise


	

	
Thursday | 12 November 2026

	9h30 – 10h30
	Session 4: I-TIP Services, the Services Trade Policy Database and the STRI
 Participants will be familiarized with the contents of I-TIP services, with a particular focus on the Services Trade Policy Database (STPD), the Services Trade Restrictions Index (STRI) and the STRI visualization tool.   
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Thursday | 12 November 2026

	10h30 – 11h00

	Session 5: Presentation of the Trade in Services Competitiveness Diagnostic Dashboard 
Presentation of the WTO-WB dashboard, which is a set of tools and analytical metrics, both quantitative and qualitative, that is intended to help assess the performance and potential of the services sector and services trade.  It is designed to help map an economy's readiness to leverage trade in services for inclusive growth.

Participants will use the dashboard to reflect on their economy's strengths and weaknesses, as well as priority areas and key objectives on services trade and related policies.  


	11h00 – 13h00
	Session 6: Application of the Competitiveness Dashboard by Participants – Group Exercise


	13h00 – 14h30
	Lunch break


	14h30 – 15h30
	Session 7: Presentation and Discussion of a Preliminary Dashboard Diagnostic Report for Malaysia 


	15h30 – 17h00
	Session 8: Services Domestic Regulation 

This session will highlight how domestic regulatory measures are affecting services markets, how they are addressed by the GATS and introduce the Disciplines on Services Domestic Regulation.  
The session will also present the WTO-World Bank Handbook on Good Regulatory Practices to Facilitate Trade in Services and introduce the Diagnostic & Reform Planning Tool for benchmarking domestic regulatory regimes against good regulatory practices.


	17h00 – 17h30

	Evaluation and closing
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