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Day 1 
	Session
	Content
	Speakers

	08:30-09:00
	· Registration of participants 
	

	09:00-09:15
	· Opening and introduction to the seminar
	

	Session 1

09:15-10:15
	· Why do countries trade?
Comparative advantage, gains from trade (general overview)
	WTO

Dr. Maarten Smeets, Chief of TA coordination section, Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation, WTO

Academic

	10:15-10:30
	Coffee break
	

	Session 2

10:30-12:00
	· An overview of the WTO, main trade policy instruments and basic principles 
· Brief history: from GATT to WTO.

· Non- discrimination (MFN, NT), transparancy

· Main trade policy instruments: tariffs, quotas 
· Why resort to trade protection? 
	WTO
Dr Maarten Smeets
Govt. off
Academic

	12:00-14:00
	Lunch
	

	Session 3

14:00-15:30
	· WTO basic principles (continued) and some exceptions 
Main exceptions, market disruptions (safeguards), national security, "unfair" trade, regionalism. 
	WTO
Dr. Maarten Smeets


	15:30-16:00
	Coffee break
	

	Session 4

16:00-16: 45
	· WTO Agreements and market access in goods and services
Multilateral rounds of trade negotiations
Methods and formulas for tariff negotiations
GATS and services commitments

Plurilateral agreements (ITA, GPA, TISA) 
	WTO 
Dr. Maarten Smeets


Day 2
	Session
	Continued
	speaker

	Session 5

08:30-10:00
	· Regional Integration within the Framework of the WTO
	WTO 

Dr. Maarten Smeets
Academic

Government official

	10:00-10:30
	Coffee break 
	

	Session 6

10:30-12:00
	· Trade Facilitation: challenges and opportunities for Lesotho
	WTO 

Dr. Maarten Smeets
Academic


	12:00-14:00
	Lunch
	

	Session 7

14:00-15:30
	· Globalization, GVCs and trade policies: some reflections on challenges for a fuller integration into world trade
	 WTO 

Dr. Maarten Smeets 


	15:30-16:00
	Coffee break
	

	Session 8 

16:00-16:45
	· The road ahead: challenges and opportunities
	WTO 

Dr. Maarten Smeets


Day 3
	Session
	Content
	Speaker

	Session 9

08:30-10:00
	· Lesotho in the WTO and its trade policies
Key findings of Lesotho's Trade Policy Review
	WTO   
Dr. Maarten Smeets 
Ministry of Trade

	10:00-10:30
	-    Coffee break  
	

	Session 10

10:30-11:30
	· Conclusions, evaluation and closing
	Dr. Maarten Smeets 


	Session 11

11:30-12:30
	Meetings with academics on scope for cooperation
	Dr. Maarten Smeets 


	12:30-14:00
	Lunch
	

	14:00-16:45
	Meetings with academics on scope for cooperation
	Dr. Maarten Smeets 



