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WTO national WORKSHOP 
ON the agreement on the application of sanitary and phytosanitary measures (SPS AGReement)

and the agreement on TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE 
(tbt agreement)

Draft Programme

Kingston, Jamaica
20-22 May 2019
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Structure and Objective

The workshop will focus on the transparency provisions of the SPS and TBT Agreements. The workshop will combine lectures, exercises and interactive on-line sessions aimed at enhancing Jamaica's overall understanding of the SPS and TBT transparency provisions, so as to enhance its fulfilment of transparency obligations and participation in the work of the SPS and TBT Committees. The hands-on training exercises will be geared at preparing notifications and searching for information using the SPS/TBT Notification Submission Systems (NSS) and SPS/TBT Information Management Systems (IMS), as well as the ePing system.
Venue

The workshop will be held at: Jamaica Pegasus Hotel/Knutsford Court Hotel (TBC)
WTO Resource persons

Mr Devin McDaniels

Economic Affairs Officer

Trade and Environment Division

E-mail: devin.mcdaniels@wto.org
Ms Anneke Hamilton

Economic Affairs Officer

Agriculture and Commodities Division

E-mail: Anneke.Hamilton@wto.org
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Monday, 20 May 2019

	Time
	Agenda Item

	8:30 – 9:00
	Registration of participants

	9:00 – 9:15
	Opening Ceremony

· Representative from the Government of Jamaica (TBC)
· WTO Representative(s)

	9:15 – 9:45
	Overview and Objectives

· Structure and objective of the workshop 
· Introduction of participants

· Self-assessment quiz 
Resource person: WTO 

	9:45 – 10:30
	Introduction to the WTO, the SPS and TBT Agreements
· General introduction to the WTO

· Overview of the SPS and TBT Agreements
Resource person: WTO


	10:30 – 10:45
	Coffee Break

	10:45 - 12:30
	Overview of Key Principles of the SPS Agreement

· Group Exercise: The main principles and disciplines of the SPS Agreement will be presented through an interactive exercise

Resource person: WTO



	12:30 - 14:00 
	Lunch Break 

	14:00 - 15:30 
	Overview of Key Principles of the TBT Agreement 
· Group Exercise: The main principles and disciplines of the TBT Agreement will be presented through an interactive exercise

Resource person: WTO



	15:30 – 15:45
	Coffee Break

	15:45 – 17:00
	SPS vs TBT Exercise

· Group Exercise: Scope and coverage of the SPS and TBT Agreements
Resource person: WTO
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Tuesday, 21 May 2019

	Time
	Agenda Item

	9:00 – 10:30
	Introduction to the transparency provisions of the SPS and TBT Agreements

Resource person: WTO

	10:30 – 10:45
	Coffee Break

	10:45 – 11:30
	Sharing of national experiences in complying with and/or benefiting from SPS/TBT transparency provisions 
Resource person: Representative from Jamaica

	11:30 – 12:30
	SPS/TBT online information resources

· Overview of the main sources of SPS/TBT information

· Introduction to the SPS IMS and TBT IMS

· Hands-on exercise on the SPS IMS 

Resource person: WTO

	12:30 - 14:00 
	Lunch Break 

	14:00 – 14:30
	SPS/TBT online information resources (cont'd)
· Hands-on exercise on the SPS IMS 

Resource person: WTO

	14:30 - 15:30
	Introduction to the ePing alert system for SPS and TBT notifications
· Overview of ePing
· Hands-on exercise on ePing

Resource person: WTO

	15:30 – 15:45
	Coffee Break

	15:45 – 17:00
	Introduction to the ePing alert system for SPS and TBT notifications (Cont'd)

· Hands-on exercise on ePing

Resource person: WTO
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Wednesday, 22 May 2019

	Time
	Agenda Item

	9:00 – 10:30
	Preparation and submission of notifications

· Introduction to the SPS NSS and TBT NSS

· Interactive exercise on the preparation and submission of a TBT notification

Resource person: WTO

	10:30 – 10:45
	Coffee Break

	10:45 – 11:45
	Reacting to an incoming notification from a trading partner

· Interactive exercise on possible actions that Enquiry points could take following the notification of a new SPS/TBT measure by a trading partner that might affect your country's exports.

Resource person: WTO

	11:45 – 12:30
	The work of the SPS and TBT Committees
· Functions and roles

· Committee agenda items

· Specific trade concerns

· Current work

Resource person: WTO

	12:30 - 14:00 
	Lunch Break 

	14:00 – 15:00
	The work of the SPS and TBT Committees
· Functions and roles

· Committee agenda items

· Specific trade concerns

· Current work

Resource person: WTO

	15:00 – 15:15
	Coffee Break

	15:15 – 16:15
	National coordination on SPS and TBT Transparency obligations

Resource person: Representative from Jamaica

	16:15 – 17:00
	Closing session

· Summary and final Q&A

· Evaluation
· Closing Remarks:
· Representative from the Government of Jamaica (TBC)
· WTO Representative
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