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DRAFT PROGRAMME – as on 5 September 2023

Venue: New Delhi, India

17-19 October 2023

This workshop aims to enhance the capacity of Indian government officials to implement the WTO SPS Agreement effectively. It is expected to strengthen India's engagement in SPS Committee work. The following is a draft programme is to be discussed with officials in New Delhi and the Indian Mission. 

[bookmark: _Hlk124346338]Tuesday, 17 October 2023 

	[bookmark: _Hlk124346242]Time
	Session
	Speakers

	10:00

	Opening of National Workshop

· Opening remarks

	Officials from India

WTO Staff

	10:30
	Overview and Objectives
· Introduction of participants and ice-breaker activity
· Structure and objectives of the workshop

	WTO Staff

Participants

	11:15
	Introduction to the WTO and Non-Tariff Measures
· Brief Introduction to the WTO
· Overview of non-tariff measures
· Introduction to the SPS Agreement

	WTO Staff

	11:45
	Coffee

	

	12:00
	Overview of Key Principles of the SPS Agreement
· Interactive group activity on key principles
· Discussion and presentation

	WTO Staff



	13:00
	Lunch

	

	14:30
	Overview of Key Principles of the SPS Agreement (cont'd)
· Discussion and presentation

	WTO Staff

	15:00
	Key Principles in Indian Context

	Officials from India

	15:30
	Identifying SPS challenges
· Group activity: Identifying SPS challenges

	WTO Staff/
Officials from India


	16:15
	Coffee

	

	16:30
	The SPS Committee: Overview
· Role and function
· Agenda items
· Specific trade concerns
· eAgenda

	WTO Staff

	17:15
	India's participation in the SPS Committee 

	Officials from India



	17:45
	Wrap up of first day
	WTO Staff




Wednesday, 18 October 2023

	Time
	Session
	Speakers

	10:00
	Debrief of Day 1: Key provisions 
· Interactive activity

	WTO Staff

	10:30
	How are SPS measures set in India
· Discussion on the regulatory process

	Officials from India

	11:00
	Transparency in the SPS Agreement
· The transparency provisions of the SPS Agreement
· Notifications

	WTO Staff

	11:30
	Coffee

	

	11:45
	Transparency and notifications in India

	Officials from India

	12:15
	Overview of online sources of SPS information
· Trade Concerns Database
· Documents Online
· ePing SPS&TBT Platform
· ePing registration
	

	13:00
	Lunch 

	Discussion

	
	
	

	14:30
	The SPS Committee: Current Issues
· MC12 Declaration Work Programme
· Other work of the SPS Committee

	WTO Staff


	15:15
	India's Engagement in the SPS Committee

	Officials from India

	15:45
	Coffee 
	

	16:00
	Resolving SPS trade issues – Responding to notifications
· Group exercise

	WTO Staff

	16:45
	Resolving SPS trade issues – Specific Trade Concerns
· Interactive Case Study

	WTO Staff


	17:45
	Wrap up of second day
	Discussion




Thursday, 19 October 2023 

	Time
	Session
	Speakers

	10:00
	Debrief of Day 2: Key points
· Interactive activity

	WTO Staff

	10:15
	SPS Capacity Building: The STDF
· Introduction to the STDF and its work

	STDF Staff (virtual)

	11:45
	Coffee 

	

	12:00
	India's STDF experience
· Project presentation: "Strengthening the spice value chain in India to improve market access"

	Officials from India
Spices Board of India

	12:30
	WTO technical assistance
· WTO training activities

	WTO Staff


	13:00
	Lunch 

	

	14:30
	Coordination at the National Level
· Roundtable of agencies involved in SPS implementation in India 
· Discussion on coordination

	Officials from India 

	16:00
	Coffee
	

	16:15
	Looking ahead, what next??
· Key takeaways and final Q&A
· Next steps

	WTO Staff/Officials from India

	17:30
	Closing
· Evaluation
· Closing remarks
	WTO Staff/
Officials from India






image1.emf

