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WTO National Workshop on
Trade in Services and Good Regulatory Practices 
(under the TS4D Initiative)

Guyana

Georgetown, 16-19 June 2026

Background and Objectives:  

Following the two National Workshops held in December 2024 and November 2025, Guyana has been carrying out the WTO-World Bank Regulatory Survey on Impediments to Services Trade in collaboration with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB). As a pilot module, Guyana also field-tested new additional questions to take stock of the implementation of good regulatory practices (GRPs) within its domestic framework across services sectors. 

The survey has now been completed and provides a comprehensive assessment of Guyana's regulatory regime in services. Among others, it can be used as a tool to discuss next steps and additional technical assistance required by Guyana in partnership with the WTO Secretariat, the World Bank, and other Organizations.

Under the Trade in Services for Development (TS4D) Initiative, the National Workshop will provide an opportunity to
	
· Present the regulatory data collected, including with a view to 
· Providing a detailed overview of Guyana’s national regulatory framework pertaining to services trade policy (including potential market access and national treatment limitations) in comparison with peer economies in the region and similar levels of development; 
· Analysing policy space in current market access commitments for services (based on the STRI and Bound STRI for GATS commitments).
· Discuss alignment of Guyana’s services frameworks with GRPs, with a view to

· Identifying key features, areas of strength and weaknesses;

· Assessing compatibility with the Disciplines on Services Domestic Regulation (SDR Disciplines) and Guyana's readiness to integrate the SDR Disciplines in its GATS schedule; 

· Identifying possible priority areas for GRPs-related reform to boost the domestic market and foster international competitiveness.

· With the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, discuss and identify possible next steps and capacity-building needs, including with concrete follow-up actions (timelines, focal points).

Relevant reports compiling the results of the survey (including a services trade restrictions policy note, a list of services trade restrictive measures, the Services Trade Restrictions Index (STRI) and the SDR Visualization Board) will be prepared by the WTO Secretariat ahead of the workshop. 

The workshop will be co-facilitated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, the WTO Secretariat, the World Bank and the IDB.


DRAFT PROGRAMME


16 June


	8h30-9h00
	Registration


	9h00-9h30
	Welcome and introductory remarks
· Welcome and opening remarks by Guyana (Ministry of Foreign Affairs & International Cooperation)
· Opening remarks by WTO-World Bank and IDB 


	9h30-10h30
	Introduction of the Workshop 
· Objectives of the workshop
· Background, context, and update on work carried out 


	10h30-10h45
	Coffee break


	10h45-11h15
	Importance of trade in services for national economic development (presentation by IDB)


	11h15-12h30
	Presentation of the WTO-World Bank Survey on Impediments to Services Trade: various components and methodology for results production 


	12h30-13h30
	Lunch


	13h30-16h00
	Overview of Guyana's services regulatory framework
· Presentation of the features of Guyana's regulatory framework pertaining to services trade policy



17 June


	9h00-10:30
	Presentation of reports on potential market access and national treatment limitations 
· Analysis of reports on potential market access and national treatment limitations
· Lists of restrictions (or non-conforming measures)

	
	

	10h30-10h45
	Coffee break


	10h45-12h30 

	Analyzing Guyana's services trade policy and comparing with peer economies
· Navigating the ITIP-Services interface
· The Services Trade Restrictions Index and uses
· Practical exercise
· Gather feedback from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation and other stakeholders

	12h30-13h30
	Lunch


	13h30-16h00
	Analyzing Guyana's services trade policy and comparing with peer economies (continued)




18 June


	9h00-10h30
	Presentation of report on good regulatory practices 
· Presentation of GRPs-related data collected, including key features, areas of strength and weaknesses
· Assessment of compatibility with the Disciplines on Services Domestic Regulation (SDR Disciplines) and Gayana's readiness to integrate the SDR Disciplines in its GATS schedule
· Gather feedback and discuss with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation and other stakeholders on potential priority areas for GRPs-related reforms


	10h30-10h45
	Coffee break


	10h45-12h30
	Presentation of the report on good regulatory practices (continued)


	12h30-13h30
	Lunch 


	13h30-16h00
	Presentation of the report on good regulatory practices (continued)



19 June


	9h00-10h30
	Introduction to the Trade in Services for Development (TS4D) Initiative
· Presentation of the World Bank-WTO joint TS4D initiative and platform
· Workstreams beyond the analysis of services trade policies and GRPs
· Competitiveness dashboard
· Export promotion strategies
· Services trade statistics


	10h30-10h45
	Coffee break


	10h45-12h00
	Next steps and technical assistance needs
Feedback from stakeholders and discussions on next steps and additional technical assistance required by Guyana in partnership with the WTO Secretariat, the World Bank, IDB, and other organizations.


	12h00-12h30
	Concluding remarks and closing of the Workshop
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