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WTO Trade in Services Workshop

Georgetown, Guyana 

November 5-7, 2019

(DRAFT) Programme
The workshop is designed as an inter-ministerial and multi-stakeholder event  
Tuesday 5 November 2019
	Session
	Outline
	Delivered by

	08:30 – 09:00
	Opening session

Ministry – opening remarks
Other government official?

WTO – opening remarks


	

	09:00 – 09:30
09:30 – 10:30
	What's happening at WTO:
Overview of highlights of the workshop

Brief Introduction to the GATS




· What is it about? Scope and coverage 

· The rules: General obligations and disciplines

· Exceptions from the rules 
	WTO representative


	10:30 - 10:45
	Coffee break
	

	10:45 - 11:45
	How does it work? Understanding commitments and how they relate to GATS rules
· What measures are found in schedules
· What does not belong in schedules and why
· Relationship between schedules, domestic regulation and other GATS disciplines
· "Additional commitments" dealing with regulatory issues  –  past use and future proposals
	WTO reèresemtatove



	11.45 – 12:30
	Guyana's service economy: Implications for its role in GATS and related WTO activities
· 
	Government



	12:30 - 13:30
	Lunch
	

	13:30 - 15:00
	Key services in Guyana's economy: Their role and export potential
· 
	Private Sector

	15:00 - 15:15
	Coffee break
	

	15:15 - 17:00
	· Interactive exercise
· 
	Participants


Wednesday 6 November 2019
	Session
	Outline
	Delivered by

	09:00 - 10:00
	E-commerce trends and discussions in the WTO
· Technology, market trends and business models

· Ongoing WTO E-commerce work 

· The negotiating proposals
· Key considerations for developing countries
	WTO representative 



	10:00-10.45
	Telecom and ICT: Infrastructure for E-commerce
· Infrastructure issues to consider

· GATS rules on telecommunications
· Overview of telecom-related proposals in the e-commerce work program  
	WTO representative 

Government

	10:30 - 10:45
	Coffee break


	

	11:00-11:45
	Creative industries and entertainment services

· Market entry for live and online music, design services, and other media
· Distribution services, e.g. on-line sale of handicrafts, fashion and other cultural products
	Private sector
Government

	11:45 – 12:30
	Tourism: A combination of virtual and physical

· Tourism as an e-commerce leader – why and how
· Types of tourism and classification issues
	Private sector
Government

	12:30 - 13:30
	Lunch
	

	13:30 - 15:00
	Interactive exercise


	Participants

	15:00 - 15:15
	Coffee break
	

	15:15 - 17:00
	Interactive exercise (continued)

	


Thursday 7 November 2019
	Session
	Outline
	Delivered by

	09:00 - 10:30
	   Rulemaking negotiations on domestic Regulation

· State of play: Multilateral and plurilateral discussions
· Participation and positions
	WTO representative 


	10:30 - 10:45
	Coffee break
	

	10:45 - 12:15
	The role of national intergovernmental consultations and trade associations in trade negotiations
· Why the government needs all viewpoints and why services associations are important 

· How private sector and trade associations can contribute 
	WTO representative 
Private Sector (Services Coalition ?)

	12:15 - 13:30
	Lunch
	

	13:30 - 15:00
	Interactive roundtable discussion

	

	15:00 - 15:15
	Coffee break
	

	15:15 - 17:00
	Wrap up

· Final Q and A opportunity
· Performance Evaluation

· Closing Session
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