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Draft Programme outline

Opening session: The opening session will begin with a keynote speech by WTO Deputy Director-General Xiangchen Zhang, followed by interventions from the donors of the WCP: France, Austria, and the Republic of Korea. The President of the WCP Academic Advisory Board (AAB) and the Coordinators of the WCP regional networks for Africa, Asia, and Latin America and the Caribbean will also be invited to provide remarks.

Thematic sessions: Several thematic sessions will be held over the course of the three days, focusing on substantive topics of current importance in international trade and to the WTO. At least one session will discuss the outcomes of the 14th WTO Ministerial Conference. The topics for the other substantive sessions will be developed in consultation with the WCP Network.  

Fireside chat with the Director-General: This session will provide an opportunity for the WCP Network to discuss work priorities with the WTO Director-General, Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala. Chairs are expected to reflect the outcomes of this session in the activities that they will undertake in the framework of the WCP.

Sessions relating to the three pillars of the WCP: The three pillars of the WCP are research, curriculum development and outreach. Separate sessions will be held on each pillar. These sessions will allow an exchange of information and a sharing of best practices and priorities under each pillar. The outreach segment will have a particular focus on partnerships and collaboration with the broader academic community.

Session on technical assistance monitoring and evaluation: This session is organized for the discussion of the monitoring and evaluation of the WCP. Phase III Chairs will share their experience with reporting, best practices, and challenges. Phase IV Chairs will be invited to share their comments and questions following their first year in the programme. Phase I and II Chairs will discuss their outputs and their experience in ensuring the continued sustainability of their work.

Regional breakout sessions: These breakout sessions will allow Chairs to discuss ongoing regional collaborative activities and identify strategies for solidifying and implementing lessons learned, while also defining priorities for collaboration in the year ahead. Chairs and AAB members will be joined in the regional breakout sessions by the Heads of the ITTC Regional Desks so that synergies with WTO TA activities can be explored.

Topic-based research breakout sessions: These breakout sessions will supplement the plenary session on research by allowing the Chairs to interact with the Secretariat more deeply on identified topics. Secretariat staff that are part of the Research Coordination Framework will present divisional research. The Chairs will present the research they are undertaking on the determined topics. This two-way exchange will help identify potential areas of research collaboration between the Secretariat and the Chairs.

Visit and interaction with WTO delegations: Time will be provided to allow the Chairs to visit with WTO missions in Geneva and to interact with delegates. These interactions will allow the Chairs to have a deeper understanding of national and regional interests and priorities at the WTO. 

AAB meeting: The Board will convene to discuss the Chairs’ work and offer insights on the programme’s functioning. Board members will be joined by staff from the Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation (ITTC) to discuss synergies with the WTO's other technical assistance activities, as well as by staff from the Economic Research and Statistics Division (ERSD) and the Legal Affairs Division (LAD) to exchange on research issues.

Reception: The WCP traditionally hosts a reception to allow the WCP Network to interact with Secretariat staff, WTO delegates, donors and other stakeholders to discuss various aspects of the programme in an informal setting. 

Closing session: The closing session will reflect on key discussions and insights shared throughout the conference, emphasizing collaborative efforts among Chairs and synergies with WTO technical assistance and research activities. The session will be attended by WTO Deputy Director-General Xiangchen Zhang. Other invited dignitaries will include the Chair of the WTO’s Committee on Trade and Development.



2

image1.tiff
-
\.3/ WTO
—=/ | Chairs Programme

WTO OMC




