


DRAFT PROGRAM
WTO Technical Mission to Curaçao
Dates: 27–29 May 2026


27 May 2026 (Day 1) – High-Level Engagement & Stakeholder Sensitization
Morning – Government Leadership Meetings 
· Meeting with the Prime Minister and the Prime Minister’s Strategic Adviser – Mr. Caryl Monte
· Strategic positioning of WTO accession 
· Political commitment and timeline realism 
· Accession trajectory and negotiation strategy 
· Lessons learned and positioning toward Working Party phase 
Core Economic Ministers
· Meeting with Minister of Economic Development, the “WTO Minister”
· WTO Membership and accession process
· Ownership and Governance
· Roadmap toward Independent Membership 
· Guidance on the structuring and sequencing of the negotiation process,
· Further clarification of WTO requirements and best practices. 
· Meeting with Minister of Finance & Customs 
· Tariff regime, customs modernization 
· The preparation of initial market access offers (goods and services), 
· Meeting with Parliament of Curacao 
· The WTO and why it matters


Afternoon – National Stakeholder Dialogue (Flagship Session)
Session Title: “WTO Accession and Curaçao’s Economic Future”
Participants:
· Ministries: Foreign Affairs, Economic Development, Finance, Justice, Transport 
· Legal Affairs (WJZ) 
· Communication 
· Customs 
· Trade & investment bodies (CINEX, FTAC, BIP, RAC, etc.) 
· Private sector (Curacao Trade and Industry Association, Chamber of Commerce, other sector associations) 
· Services sector representatives (ICT, financial services, maritime, creative industries, education) 
· NGOs & civil society 
· Regulators (Central Bank, Fair Trade Authority, Regulatory Authority of Curacao)
· Statistics (Central Bank, Central Bureau of Statistics)
· Knowledge Institutions (universities, research institutions)
Objectives:
· Sensitize stakeholders on: 
· What WTO membership means 
· Opportunities and obligations 
· Build national ownership 
· Align expectations 
Led prominently by Ambassador Matthew Wilson (Chair of Working Party)



28 May 2026 (Day 2) – Technical Working Sessions (Full Day)
Morning – Accession Technical Deep Dive
· WTO Accession Process: 
· Working Party dynamics 
· Bilateral negotiations explained 
· Curaçao Status Review: 
· Update of key documents (Memorandum on the Foreign Trade Regime and replies to questions)  
Midday – Preparation of Initial Offers
· Goods (Tariffs) 
· Tariff bindings approach 
· Sensitive sectors 
· Services (GATS) 
· Priority sectors (ICT, financial services, maritime, education) 
· Scheduling commitments 
Afternoon – Institutional & Legal Alignment
· Trade regime gaps: 
· Legislative adjustments 
· Institutional coordination 
· Breakout sessions: 
· Customs & Trade Facilitation 
· Services regulation 
· Investment & business climate 
Translate accession into concrete actions


29 May 2026 (Day 3) – Consolidation & Next Steps (Half Day)
Morning – Internal Alignment Session
Participants:
· Core accession team 
· Key ministries (MEO, Finance affairs) 
Focus:
· Key takeaways from mission 
· Identification of: 
· Immediate next steps 
· Responsibilities per institution 
Wrap-Up Session with WTO Delegation
· Presentation of: 
· Key recommendations 
· Proposed roadmap toward: 
· First Working Party Meeting 
· Submission of initial offers 
· Government response: 
· Commitment 
· Timeline (indicative, not binding) 



