WTO Workshop on Electronic Commerce
28 to 30 October 2024, Tongzhou District, Beijing, China

DRAFT PROGRAMME


	Monday, 28 October 2024

	Time
	Session

	9:00-9:30
	Registration

	9:30-10:00
	Opening Session
· Opening remarks and description of the programme
· Tour de table
Speakers: Government representatives and WTO

	10:00-10:30
	Session 1: Short introduction on the WTO and its legal framework
Speaker: WTO (CTNC)

	10:30-11:30
	Session 2: Overview of e-commerce
· E-commerce and digital trade
· Recent trends and the impact of new technologies
· Statistical approaches to measuring digital trade
Speaker: WTO (TSD)

	11:30-12:00
	BREAK

	12:00-12:45
	Session 3: WTO Work Programme on electronic commerce
· Decisions and Ministerial mandates
· Current discussions
Speaker: WTO (CTNC)

	12:45-14:15
	LUNCH BREAK

	14:15-15:15
	Session 4: The moratorium on customs duties on electronic transmissions 
· Background and current discussions 
· Roundtable with participants
Speaker: WTO (CTNC/TSD)

	15:15-16:30
	Session 5: WTO Agreements and e-commerce (PART 1)
· Assessment of the relation between WTO Agreements and e-commerce: Overview of GATT, ITA, TFA and TRIPS
Speaker: WTO (CTNC)





	Tuesday, 29 October 2024

	Time
	Session

	9:00-10:00
	Day 1 Recap exercise 

	10:00-11:00
	Session 5: WTO Agreements and e-commerce (PART 2)
· Assessment of the relation between WTO Agreements and e-commerce: Focus on GATS
Speaker: WTO (TSD) 

	10:00-11:30
	BREAK

	11:30-12:30
	Session 5: WTO Agreements and e-commerce (PART 2- continued)
· Assessment of the relation between WTO Agreements and e-commerce: Focus on GATS
Speaker: WTO (TSD)

	12:30-14:00
	LUNCH BREAK

	14:00-15:15
	Session 6: Electronic commerce in regional trade agreements
· Overview of RTAs with e-commerce provisions – main obligations and types of provisions
Speaker: WTO (TSD)

	15:15 – 16:30
	Session 7: China's experience in negotiating trade agreements with e-commerce provisions
· Presentations by and discussion with participants
Speakers: Participants






	
Wednesday, 30 October 2024

	Time
	Session

	9:00-10:00
	Day 2 Recap exercise 


	10:00-11:00
	Session 8: Joint statement on electronic commerce
· Overview of objectives and negotiations
· State of play
· Overview of stabilised text
· Discussions with participants
Speaker: WTO (CTNC)

	11:00-11:30
	BREAK

	11:30-12:30
	Session 8: Joint statement on electronic commerce (continued)
· Overview of objectives and negotiations
· State of play
· Overview of stabilised text
· Discussions with participants
Speaker: WTO (CTNC)

	12:30-14:00
	LUNCH BREAK

	14:00-14:45
	Session 9: E-commerce and development – what do we know?
Speaker: WTO (TSD)

	14:45-15:45
	Session 10: E-commerce in China
· China's digital transformation
· National policies and initiatives
· Domestic regulatory frameworks
Speakers: Participants

	15:45-16:15
	Final evaluation and closing session 

Participants' completion of the evaluation form
Closing remarks
Group photo session




WTO Trainers:
· TBC, Council and TNC Division
· Antonia Carzaniga, Counsellor, Trade in Services and Investment Division

Objectives:
1. To improve participants' knowledge of how existing WTO rules apply to electronic commerce
2. To familiarise participants with ongoing work at the WTO related to electronic commerce




