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DRAFT short programme for
 a national technical assistance activity for Bhutan 
(7 October 2026)


Wto Secretariat-led interactive presentation
Purpose: Enhance Bhutan's knowledge about accession to Annex 4 plurilateral WTO trade agreements and about the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA) 2012 in particular
Duration: +/- 3 hours, including coffee break(s)
Time: Morning (but could be afternoon if that works better)
Participants: For Bhutan to determine the number and type of officials to be invited; a good approach could be to include:
Representatives from the WTO accession technical team and others from the Ministry of Trade
Representatives from Ministry of Finance or another Ministry with policy authority over government procurement
Other officials from other branches or Ministries, whose support would be desirable to seek the observer status in the Committee on Government Procurement or undertake a commitment as part of Bhutan's WTO accession to initiate negotiations to accede to the GPA 2012  
Topics to be covered: 
Annex 4 plurilateral WTO trade agreements:
Concept and state of play 
Accession: Relationship with WTO accession procedure and, using the GPA 2012 as example, relevant commitments undertaken by Members, separate accession processes 
The GPA 2012
Objective and scope
GPA Parties and acceding Members
Content: Market access and good governance
Benefits of acceding to the GPA 2012 and managing related challenges 
Accession negotiations
Observer status in the Committee on Government Procurement as a short-term deliverable that provides continued opportunities to learn about the benefits and operation of the GPA 2012
Informal exchanges with selected government officials or stakeholders
Purpose: 
These additional exchanges are options but could be a good occasion to take advantage of the WTO Secretariat's presence in Bhutan.
The general presentation may be too long for certain key officials who may not have to attend to other matters. 
These additional meetings would provide an opportunity to engage in a more focused exchange on specific topics and/or in a more open exchange.  They could also be an opportunity to reach out to other stakeholders.
Duration: Depends on interest, availability and the number of exchanges that are organized (could be 15-45 minutes, etc.) 
Time: Afternoon (but up to Bhutan to determine)
Participants: 
For Bhutan to identify key interlocutors (could be essentially bilateral chats or small-group meetings with selected officials) 
There could be one or more exchanges with more senior decision-makers who have limited time and are interested in clarify specific aspects
There could be one or more exchanges with other governmental or non-governmental stakeholders that would benefit from getting certain clarifications or reassurances
Topics: 
As desired, but probably similar to those above for the presentation (focusing on the issue of undertaking, as part of the WTO accession, a commitment to initiate accession negotiations, the observer status and the benefits of the GPA 2012. 
Could focus on answering specific questions and concerns interlocutors may wish to raise.
Could be an opportunity for the WTO Secretariat to identify policy options.
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