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WTO National Workshop on Trade in Services for development
Belize
19th – 22nd October 2026
Programme Schedule
	
Day 1

	8:30 – 9:00
	Registration
	All participants

	9:00 – 9:30
	Opening Remarks

Welcome and introductory remarks
	Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, WTO	Comment by Bertola, Elena: For Belize: Kindly confirm who will be providing opening remarks at your earliest convenience, please.	Comment by Jessica Cuellar: to be determined.

	9:30 - 9:45
	Overview of the TS4D Initiative, Objectives, and its Key Workstreams

	WTO

	9:45 – 10:45

	Key Trends on Trade in Services: The Changing Contribution of Services Trade to Development Objectives
This session will explore recent developments and emerging patterns in global and regional trade in services, with particular attention to trends affecting developing countries and the impact of digitalization.
This session will also examine the evolving contribution of services trade policies to development strategies.
	WTO



	10:45 – 11:00
	Coffee Break
	

	11:00 – 12:30
	Presentation of the WTO Global Services Trade Data Hub and Exercise on Services Statistics 
This session will include a short live demonstration of available trade in services statistics on the WTO Global Services Trade Data Hub and feature a hands-on exercise designed to help participants apply these tools to analyze trends in services trade across countries, regions, and sectors of interest. 
The Central Bank and the Statistical Institute of Belize will also present on how services statistics are collected in Belize, main challenges and the way forward. 	Comment by Bertola, Elena: For Belize: for this presentation, we would suggest around 20-30 mins, if this is agreeable to you. kindly confirm to us who will be presenting at your earliest convenience. 	Comment by Jessica Cuellar: YEs we can work with that.  Will have the name of the presenters once that is finalized. 
	Comment by Bertola, Elena: Ishrat, do you remember exactly who they said they will present central bank and? Add it if you do, otherwise we ask them
	WTO, Central Bank of Belize, Statistical Institute of Belize

	12:30 – 13:30
	Lunch Break
	

	13:30 – 15:30
	The GATS, Key Concepts and Main Obligations 
This session will review key aspects of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) covering scope, modes of supply, and key obligations.
	WTO

	15:30 – 15:45 
	Coffee Break	
	

	15:45 – 16:30
	Scheduling of specific commitments

This session will focus on the schedules of commitments under the GATS, including the main obligations on market access and national treatment.  
	WTO




	
Day 2

	9:00 – 10:15
	Discussion of Belize's GATS schedule and its commitments under regional trade agreements (RTAs) 

Building on the foundations of the first day, participants will review Belize's GATS commitments and their technical implications.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade will also present Belize's commitments under its existing RTAs.	Comment by Bertola, Elena: For Belize: for this presentation, we would suggest around 20 mins, if this is agreeable to you. Please let us know if there is any specific issues you would like to address or on which you would like us to focus on.	Comment by Jessica Cuellar: Ms Janina Choj will present 

	WTO, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade

	10:15 - 11:00
	Regulatory Surveys and their Use in Services Negotiations and Trade Policy Discussions

This session will examine how the WTO-World Bank regulatory surveys can be used to support services trade negotiations. It will explore their role in identifying and assessing regulatory measures affecting trade in services and discuss how the findings can enhance governments' capacity to prepare for and conduct trade negotiations and support the implementation and monitoring of regional trade agreements and WTO commitments.

	WTO

	11:00 – 11:15
	Coffee Break

	

	11:15 – 12:30
	Introduction to WB-WTO I-TIP Services Database
This session will introduce to the content and key features of the I-TIP Services Database (including GATS commitments, RTA services commitments, applied policies), with a particular focus on the Services Trade Policy Database (STPD), the Services Trade Restrictions Index (STRI) and the STRI visualization tool. The focus will be on data available for Belize, including Belize's mode 3 and investment-related applied policies for the sectors.	Comment by Bertola, Elena: For Belize: As discussed, this will provide you and your stakeholders with an opportunity to present/comment on specific sectoral measures, including related to tourism, etc.	Comment by Jessica Cuellar: Agreed 

	WTO

	12:30 – 13:30
	Lunch
	

	13:30 – 15:30
	Exercise – Analysing and Drafting Specific Commitments using Regulatory Survey Data 

Participants will use regulatory audit data for Belize in selected sectors to draft specific commitments. 

	

	15:30 – 15:45
	Coffee Break

	WTO

	15:45 – 16:30 
	Exercise – Drafting Specific Commitments using Regulatory Survey Data (continued)

	




	
Day 3

	9:00 – 10:30
	Trade in Services Competitiveness Dashboard  

This session will introduce the WTO-World Bank Competitiveness Dashboard, its main tools and analytical metrics, both quantitative and qualitative, which are intended to help assess the performance and potential of the services sector and services trade. 

	WTO

	10:30 – 10:45
	Coffee Break

	

	10:45 – 12:30
	Exercise – Applying the Services Trade Competitiveness Dashboard for Belize

Participants will conduct a data-driven diagnostic using the Competitiveness Dashboard to identify competitive strengths and weaknesses and priority areas for domestic policy improvements; as well as highlight overarching principles and expected contribution and strategic considerations for services trade policies. 

	

	12:30 – 13:30
	Lunch

	

	13:30 – 15:30
	Exercise – Applying the Services Trade Competitiveness Dashboard for Belize (continued)

	Participants, WTO

	15:30 - 15:45
	Coffee Break

	

	15:45 – 16:30
	Discussion of Belize's Competitiveness Dashboard Report

Discussion of preliminary Competitiveness Dashboard Report for Belize to establish a baseline for tourism and wider services reform and identify export and competitiveness opportunities. 

	Participants, WTO



	
Day 4

	9:00 – 10:00
	Best practices in Export Promotion for Services 

The session will present key insights from the Handbook on Best Practices in Services Export Promotion, showcasing lessons from selected country case studies and highlighting the institutional models, investment frameworks, and policy approaches that have successfully enhanced services trade competitiveness and export growth. It will also provide an opportunity to discuss with participants the possible applications for Belize.

	WTO, Participants

	10:00 – 10:15
	Coffee Break
	

	10:15 – 12:00 
	Tackling Domestic Regulatory Barriers to Trade in Services –the WTO Disciplines on Services Domestic Regulation (SDR) 

This session will introduce the WTO SDR Disciplines, their key features and objectives, their relationship with GATS obligations, as well as their linkage with Belize's specific commitments under the GATS.

	WTO

	12:00 – 13:00
	Lunch
	

	13:00 – 14:00
	Introduction to the Handbook on Good Regulatory Practices in Services Trade & Tools to Support Internal Benchmarking and Identification of Priority Areas for Regulatory Reform
Based on the WTO-World Bank Handbook, thissession will explain why GRPs matter for services trade. It will also introduce the new Diagnostic & Reform Planning Tool which supports benchmarking of domestic regimes against GRPs and the WTO SDR Disciplines, including with a view to identifying possible areas for regulatory reform to improve the domestic business environment. 

	WTO

	14:00 – 15:00
	Exercise - Good Regulatory Practices in Services Trade

Participants will analyse Belize's regulatory framework in selected sectors in light of various GRPs.

	

	15:00 – 16:00 
	Roundtable Discussion with Participants  - Leveraging Services Trade for Belize's Development and Growth	Comment by Bertola, Elena: Ishrat, added this as discussed with them

This roundtable discussion will provide an opportunity for all participants to discuss Belize's way forward to leverage services trade as a tool to promote economic growth and development and enhance its international and regional competitiveness, including through further technical assistance and capacity building activities.

	

	16:00 – 16:30
	Q&A and Evaluation 

Closing Remarks and Distribution of Certificates to Participants

	




· Post workshop - discussion with Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade and other key stakeholders of possible next steps and technical assistance needs and priorities under the TS4D Initiative.	Comment by Bertola, Elena: For Belize: As discussed, we suggest holding a meeting with your team and any other stakeholder you may wish to invite to discuss further steps under the TS4D Initiative, including TA needs. Based on your availability (and possibly our logistical arrangements), we could have such discussions on Friday morning, or find another time that would suit you best. 	Comment by Jessica Cuellar: Keeping this during the actual last day of the workshop would be the best option. 
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