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SEMINAR ON THE GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TRADE IN SERVICES (GATS)
Minsk, 22 to 24 January 2019
Draft Programme

Resource persons:


· Mr. Juan Marchetti, Counsellor, Trade in Services and Investment Division, WTO
· Mrs. Evgeniia Shannon, Legal/Economic Analyst, Trade in Services and Investment Division, WTO
General objectives of the Seminar

The objective of the seminar is to increase the knowledge and capacity of Belarus' government officials involved in services negotiations in the context of the accession to the WTO. The seminar will seek to improve participants' understanding of the GATS structure, functioning, obligations and principles, with emphasis on the scheduling of specific commitments. The seminar will provide an opportunity to examine Belarus' draft schedule of specific commitments, addressing both general and sector-specific issues. The seminar will also review recent trends and developments in trade agreements covering services, and will discuss the interaction between regional/preferential and multilateral commitments and obligations.
Tuesday, 22 January
Morning

09.00-09.30

Opening Session
· Welcome remarks by a Belarusian official (tbc)

· Presentation of the speakers and the objectives of the seminar

09.30-11.00

The GATS: introduction 
· Trade in services: basic concepts

· Structure and functioning of the GATS
· Interaction between general obligations and specific commitments
· Scope, coverage and definitions
· Modes of supply (cross-border, consumption abroad, commercial presence, temporary movement of natural persons)
· Annexes to the GATS
11.00-11.15

Coffee break
11.15-12.45

The GATS: general principles and obligations
· Most-Favoured-Nation (MFN) Treatment and exemptions from the MFN principle
· Transparency
· Domestic regulation

· Monopolies and exclusive service suppliers

· General and security exceptions

· Negotiating mandates

12.45-14.00

Lunch

Afternoon
14.00-15.15

Schedules of specific commitments
· Structure, content and interpretation

· Classification of services sectors

· Market Access (Art. XVI)
· National Treatment (Art. XVII)
· Additional commitments (Art. XVIII)
· Rectification and modification procedures

15.15-15.30

Coffee Break
15.30-17.00

Schedules of specific commitments (continuation)
Wednesday, 23 January
Morning
09.00-11.00

Schedules of specific commitments: practical exercises & quizzes
11.00-11.15

Coffee Break

11.15-12.45

Dispute settlement in services and overview of GATS jurisprudence

· Main GATS provisions, as interpreted by Panels and the Appellate Body in EC-Bananas III, US-Gambling, Mexico-Telecoms, China-Publications and Audiovisual Products, China-Electronic Payment Services, Argentina-Financial services
12.45-14.00

Lunch

Afternoon 
14.00-15.15

Overview  of specific commitments (and other related obligations) of recently acceded WTO Members 
15.15-15.30

Coffee Break

15.30-17.00

Draft schedule of specific commitments of the Republic of Belarus 

· Overview
· Horizontal measures
· Sector-specific issues 
Thursday, 24 January
Morning
09.00-10.30

Draft schedule of specific commitments of the Republic of Belarus: Financial services 
10.30-11.00

Coffee Break

11.00-12.45

Services Economic Integration Agreements (I)

· Overview, recent trends and developments

· Understanding GATS Article V
· Positive list, negative list and hybrid agreements: obligations, disciplines, scheduling techniques and implications

· New disciplines relevant to services trade (e.g. cross-border data flows, state-owned enterprises)
12.45-14.00         Lunch

Afternoon

14.00-15.15

Services Economic Integration Agreements (II)

15.15-15.30

Coffee Break

15.30-16.30

Round table discussion: questions and answers 

16.30-17.00 
Concluding remarks
� NB: Subjects covered by the Seminar are not limited to their bullet point descriptions. Descriptions give a general idea about the contents of each session. Certain subjects might take more/less time, hence the sessions may begin later/earlier than foreseen in the program.  The seminar is meant to be interactive, with Q&A happening as needed.
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