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WTO national WORKSHOP ON the 
AGReement on the application of sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures and the TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE (tbt) agreement

Programme
Manama, Bahrain
23-26 October 2023
Structure and objective

The workshop will deliver training on the SPS and TBT Agreements. The workshop will combine lectures, exercises and interactive sessions aimed at enhancing Bahrain's overall understanding of the Agreements, with special emphasis on the transparency provisions and on the ongoing discussions in the SPS and TBT Committees. Among other things, the hands-on training exercises will be geared at searching for information using the ePing SPS&TBT Platform and using its other functions.
Venue

The workshop will be held at the Wyndham Grand Hotel. 
WTO resource persons 
Ms Camille Fléchet
Dispute Settlement Lawyer

Agriculture and Commodities Division, SPS Section

E-mail : camille.flechet@wto.org
Mr Devin McDaniels
Deputy-Secretary of the TBT Committee, Economic Affairs Officer
Trade and Environment Division, TBT Section
E-mail: devin.mcdaniels@wto.org
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Monday, 23 October 2023
	Time
	Agenda item

	8:00 – 8:30
	Registration of participants

	8:30 – 9:00
	Opening session
· Opening remarks by representative of Bahrain
· WTO representatives (Fléchet, McDaniels)

	9:00 – 9:45
	Overview and objectives

· Structure and objective of the workshop 
· Introduction of participants

Resource persons: Fléchet, McDaniels, WTO 

	9:45 – 10:15
	Group Photo and Coffee break

	10:15 – 11:00
	Introduction to the WTO, the SPS and TBT Agreements

· General introduction to the WTO

· Tariff and non-tariff measures (SPS and TBT Agreements)

Resource persons: McDaniels, Fléchet, WTO


	11:00 - 12:00
	Overview of key principles of the TBT Agreement 

· Presentation of scope, coverage and objectives; TBT measures - standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures; basic principles

Resource person: McDaniels, WTO


	12:00 - 12:15 
	Noon Prayer Break

	12:15 - 13:15
	Overview of key principles of the SPS Agreement
· Scope and objectives of the SPS Agreement and main principles and disciplines of the SPS Agreement 

Resource person: Fléchet, WTO



	13:15 – 13:30
	Coffee break

	13:30 – 14:30

	SPS or TBT? 

· Scope and coverage of the SPS and TBT Agreements
Resource persons: Fléchet, McDaniels, WTO 
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Tuesday, 24 October 2023
	Time
	Agenda Item

	8:30 – 8:45
	Recap of day 1
· Interactive exercise


	8:45 – 9:45

	Transparency and notification procedures

· Main provisions of the TBT and SPS Agreements
· Notification procedures and follow up

· Enquiry Points and Notification Authorities

Resource persons: Fléchet, McDaniels, WTO



	9:45 – 10:15
	Bahrain's national experience on TBT/SPS transparency

Resource person: Bahrain official



	10:15 – 10:30
	Coffee Break

	10:30 – 12:00
	ePing
· Interactive training on the ePing SPS&TBT Platform
Resource persons: Fléchet, McDaniels, WTO



	12:00 - 12:15 
	Noon Prayer Break

	12:15 – 13:15
	Preparing a notification

· Participants will work in groups on a draft notification of a measure that could be notified in the next 12 months.
· Groups will briefly present their draft notification and receive feedback

Resource person: McDaniels, Fléchet, WTO

	13:15 - 13:30 
	Coffee break

	13:30 – 14:30
	The GSO regional notification process
· Presentation by GSO representative on the regional notification process

· Group discussion on national and regional coordination on notifications

Resource person: GSO official; McDaniels, Fléchet, WTO
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Wednesday, 25 October 2023

	Time
	Agenda Item

	8:30 – 8:45
	Recap of day 2

· Interactive exercise


	8:45 – 10:15


	Reacting to a notification from a trading partner: roles and responsibilities of different stakeholders

· Using the notification process to advance Bahrain's offensive trade interests

· Group exercise on possible actions in response to a notification

· Engaging the private sector and ePing

Resource person: McDaniels, Fléchet, WTO



	10:15 – 10:30
	Coffee Break

	10:30 – 11:30
	The work of the TBT and SPS Committees
· Functions and roles

· Committee agenda items

· Specific trade concerns

Resource person(s): McDaniels, Fléchet, WTO


	11:30 – 12:00
	The TBT Committee – current issues

Perspective from a Geneva-based delegate:

Maryam A. AlDoseri, Commercial Attaché, Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of 

Bahrain to the UN and other international organizations in Geneva



	12:00 - 12:15 
	Noon Prayer Break

	12:15 – 13:15
	Specific trade concern – exercise
· Based on a case study of a specific trade concern, participants will work in groups to prepare statements

· Simulated TBT / SPS Committee meeting


	13:15 - 13:30 
	Coffee break

	13:30 – 14:30
	TBT and SPS provisions in RTAs

· Intro SPS/TBT rules on RTAs (McDaniels, Fléchet, WTO)

· Bahain's perspective on TBT and SPS provisions in bilateral and regional free trade agreements (Bahrain official)

Resource person(s): McDaniels, Fléchet, WTO
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Thursday, 26 October 2023

	Time
	Agenda Item

	8:30 – 8:45
	Recap of day 3
· Interactive exercise 



	8:45 – 10:15


	International standards in the TBT Agreement
· The role of international standards in the TBT Agreement, the TBT Six Principles

· Representatives of ISO, IEC, ITU, … (15 min each)
Resource person: McDaniels, WTO



	10:15 – 10:30
	Coffee Break

	10:30 – 11:00
	Bahrain's experience: the use of international standards in the development of technical regulations and standards


	11:00 – 12:00
	International standards in the SPS Agreement
· The role of international standards in the SPS Agreement
· National focal points for CODEX, IPPC, WOAH (15 min each)

Resource person(s): Fléchet, WTO


	12:00 - 12:15 
	Noon Prayer Break

	12:15 – 13:15
	Good regulatory practices
· Good regulatory practices to support the effective implementation of the TBT and SPS Agreements
Resource person(s): Fléchet, McDaniels, WTO


	13:15 - 13:30 
	Coffee break

	13:30 – 14:30
	Closing session

· Summary and final Q&A/Debates (30 min) 

· Evaluation (15 min)
· Closing Remarks (15 min):
· Representative of Bahrain
· WTO Representatives: Fléchet, McDaniels, WTO
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