[image: ][image: ]16.09.2026
			Rev.14


National workshop on the WTO agreEment on Trade-related aspects of intellectual property rights (TRIPS)
with a focus on LDC graduation and Trade and Public Health issues

organized in collaboration
with THE ministry of Commerce, Bangladesh and the Secretariats of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and 
the WOrLD Health organization (WHO)

7 to 10 December 2026

Venue: TBC, Dhaka


Objectives of the workshop: 
1. To strengthen the capacity of government officials and stakeholders to prepare for Bangladesh's graduation from LDC status and the implementation of TRIPS obligations. 
2. To facilitate dialogue and knowledge-sharing on intellectual property, trade and public health issues relevant to Bangladesh's development priorities; and
3. To promote cooperation and policy coherence among national institutions and international partners supporting Bangladesh's transition and innovation ecosystem.

Draft agenda

	[bookmark: _Hlk528834313]Monday, 7 December 2026: Setting the scene 

	08:30 – 09:00
	Registration of participants and administrative briefing

	09:00 – 10:00
	Opening Session – Ministry of Commerce of Bangladesh, WTO and WIPO
· Ministry of Commerce, Bangladesh
· Director, Intellectual Property, Government Procurement and Competition Division, WTO 
· TBC, WIPO

Group photo and introduction of participants

	10:00 – 11:00
	Preparing for LDC graduation under the TRIPS Agreement- State of play in Bangladesh
Facilitator: TBC
· TBC, Ministry of Commerce
· TBC, Ministry of Industry
· National experts 
· Development partners

	11:00 – 11:30
	National experience sharing: Patents and undisclosed information
· The 2023 Patents Act
· The protection of trade secrets and undisclosed information in Bangladesh 

· National experts from the Department of Patents, Industrial Designs and Trademarks (DPDT)
· Other stakeholders

	11:30 – 12:30
	Patents, Undisclosed information and Trade Secrets under the TRIPS Agreement
· WTO 
· WIPO
· Other stakeholders

	12:30 – 13:30
	Lunch

	13:30 – 14:00
	Cont'd: Patents, Undisclosed information and Trade Secrets under the TRIPS Agreement

· WTO 
· WIPO
· Other stakeholders

	14:00 – 14:15
	Break 

	14:15 – 14:45
	National experience sharing: Copyright and related rights 

· TBC, Representative from the Office of the Copyright Registrar
· Other stakeholders 

	14:45 – 16:00
	Copyright and related rights under the TRIPS Agreement

· WTO
· WIPO
· Other stakeholders

	16:00 – 17:00
	Recap of day 1 of the workshop
Facilitator: WTO



	[bookmark: _Hlk528845706]Tuesday, 8 December 2026: Graduation related issues

	09:00 – 09:30
	National experience sharing: Trademarks and Designs

· National experts from the DPDT and Ministry of Industry
· Other stakeholders

	09:30 – 11:00
	Trademarks and Designs under the TRIPS Agreement

· WTO
· WIPO
· Other stakeholders

	11:00 - 11:15
	Break

	11:15 – 11:45
	National experience sharing: Geographical Indications

· National experts from relevant Government agencies
· Other stakeholders

	11:45 – 12:30
	Geographical Indications under the TRIPS Agreement

· WTO
· WIPO
· Other stakeholders

	12:30 – 13:30
	Lunch 

	13:30 – 14:00
	National experience sharing: Enforcement of IP rights in Bangladesh

· National agencies
· Other stakeholders

	14:00 – 15:00
	Enforcement of IP rights under the TRIPS Agreement

· WTO
· WIPO
· Other stakeholders

	15:00 – 15:45
	Notification requirements under the TRIPS Agreement
· Demonstration of the e-TRIPS system

· WTO


	15:45 – 16:00

	Break

	16:00 - 17:00
	Stakeholder dialogue
LDC graduation and its implications for Bangladesh: policy and practical dimensions
Facilitator: TBC
Speakers: 
· WTO
· WIPO
· National Experts
· Academia
· Private sector representatives
· Development Partners (bilateral cooperation partners and IGOs)
· Representative of Bangladesh Mission to UN and WTO
· Other stakeholders


	17:00 - 17:15
	Recap of day 2 of the workshop
















Thematic Focus: Intellectual Property, Trade and Public Health

	Wednesday, 9 December 2026: Deep dive on IP, trade and public health issues

	09:00 – 09:45
	Session 1
Bangladesh's health policy journey: achievements, challenges and the domestic IP landscape

· National expert, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
· Industry representatives

	09:45 – 10:00
	Discussion

	10:00 – 10:45
	Session 2
Bangladesh Digital Health Strategy 2023-2027: vision and delivery, with a focus on strategic pillars

· National experts

	10:45 – 11:00
	Discussion

	11:00 – 11:15
	Break

	11:15 – 12:00
	Session 3
The WTO Agreements: How WTO trade rules shape pharmaceutical access and innovation

· WTO (IPD, Market Access Division, Trade and Environment Division, etc.)
· IFPMA and IGBA

	12:00 – 12:15
	Discussion

	12:15 – 13:30
	Lunch

	13:30 – 14:15
	Session 4
Bangladesh's pharmaceutical sector: scale, strength, and the path to innovation-led growth 

· WIPO 
· National experts 
· IFPMA and IGBA

	14:45 – 15:00
	Discussion

	15:00 – 15:45
	Session 5
Regulatory preparedness for the global market and the fight against falsified and substandard products 

· WHO
· National experts 
· IFPMA and IGBA

	15:45 – 16:00
	Discussion

	16:00 – 16:15
	Break

	16:15 – 17:00
	Consolidation of feedback and lessons learnt from the workshop
· Ministry of Commerce
· Ministry of Health
· WTO
· WIPO
· WHO
· Representative of Bangladesh Mission to UN and WTO
· Participants


	17:00 – 17:30
	Distribution of certificates and closing of workshop by Ministry of Commerce



	Thursday, 10 December 2026: Awareness raising sessions on IP and Innovation 


	Morning
	Lectures at two Public/Private Universities by Director, IPD (WTO) on the theme 
"The TRIPS Agreement: opportunities for LDCs to strengthen innovation"


	Afternoon
	
Meetings with members of the Judiciary (TBC)
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