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WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION (WTO) NATIONAL WORKSHOP
AGREEMENT ON TRADE RELATED INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS (TRIPS AGREEMENT) AND LDC GRADUATION: SUPPORTING BANGLADESH’S TRANSITION

1   BACKGROUND: CONTEXT FOR WTO NATIONAL WORKSHOP
1.1.   Bangladesh is scheduled to graduate from the United Nations category of least developed countries (LDCs) in 2026,[footnoteRef:1] marking a major milestone in its development journey. As the first least developed country with a substantial manufacturing base (including pharmaceuticals and textiles) and vibrant Intellectual Property (IP) relevant sectors to graduate from LDC status, Bangladesh faces a unique set of opportunities and challenges. [1:  https://www.un.org/ldcportal/content/bangladesh-graduation-status] 

1.2.   One important dimension of this transition relates to the WTO Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). While LDCs benefit from a range of transitional arrangements and policy options under the TRIPS Agreement—including extended transition periods for implementing certain obligations—these arrangements are time-bound and linked to LDC status.
1.3.   With Bangladesh’s graduation from LDC status approaching, the Government of Bangladesh (Ministry of Commerce) has requested the WTO’s Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation (ITTC) and the Intellectual Property, Government Procurement and Competition Division (IPD) to organize a training programme to examine the key implications of this transition in the context of the TRIPS Agreement.
1.4.   Audience: the workshop will include relevant stakeholders from the Ministry of Commerce, Intellectual Property Offices (Copyright Office Bangladesh- Ministry of Cultural Affairs, Department of Patents, Designs and Trademarks- Ministry of Industries), members of the Judiciary and legislative departments, representatives of key private sector associations and export-oriented industries, academic institutions and think tanks, civil society organizations.
1.5.   The workshop would ideally serve both a policy and technical capacity-building function: helping national stakeholders anticipate post-graduation obligations, identify policy and institutional gaps, and design transition strategies. The WTO Secretariat will collaborate with the WIPO to deliver this training programme.
1.6.   At the request of the Government of Bangladesh, the training will have a two-part component:
a. Virtual training- March 2026: Five sessions of approximately three hours each are planned for March 2026. This virtual segment will enable the IPD Secretariat to deliver introductory-level training on the TRIPS Agreement and key areas of intellectual property rights, including patents, undisclosed information, trademarks, geographical indications and industrial designs. 
b. In-person training: A four day in-person workshop is scheduled for May 2026. The agenda for this workshop is available in a separate document. 
2   OBJECTIVES OF THE TRAINING PROGRAM
2.1.   Based on the information shared by the requesting agency from Bangladesh, the workshop will seek to:
a. Enhance understanding of the TRIPS Agreement’s subject matter, rights conferred and exceptions, transition periods, and obligations relevant to LDCs and graduating countries.
b. Analyse the implications of Bangladesh’s graduation from LDC status for its IP legal and institutional framework.
c. Facilitate dialogue among policy makers, government ministries, academia, and private sector stakeholders on graduation readiness and policy options.
d. Strengthen Bangladesh's cooperation with WTO, WIPO and WHO.
3   PLANNING FOR PHASE 1 OF THE PROGRAM: PRE- WORKSHOP CONSULTATIONS, DATA GATHERING AND VIRTUAL TRAININGS
3.1. Pre-workshop consultations
3.1.   A short survey will be designed to conduct a needs assessment of selected stakeholders and participants. Feedback will be sought on participants’ general knowledge of the TRIPS Agreement, key IP rights, and the type of support they seek in addressing specific LDC graduation-related issues.
A two-week period is foreseen for circulating the survey among stakeholders, after which the Secretariat team will analyse the results and, as appropriate, adjust the overall proposed workshop programme.
3.2   Virtual trainings
3.2.   Five virtual sessions (each of approximately three hours) are planned to cover the fundamentals of the TRIPS Agreement. The WTO Secretariat will deliver these sessions (with experts from the IP Division) and will provide an opportunity for national participants to strengthen their understanding of the TRIPS framework while sharing national experiences and perspectives.
3.3.   The virtual sessions are intended to serve as the first phase of the overall training programme, equipping participants with the conceptual foundations necessary for more in-depth discussions during the in-person workshop. They will combine presentations, interactive discussions, and short group /interactive exercises to encourage participant engagement and peer learning.
3.3   Indicative structure of virtual sessions:
Session 1
2 March 2026 –: Introduction to the TRIPS Agreement – Rights and Obligations
• Opening and introductions: icebreaker with participants to meet the trainers and clarify expectations for the training.

• Presentation: an overview of the TRIPS Agreement, its objectives, structure and key principles, followed by a 30-minute Q&A session.

• Interactive component: a 30-minute group exercise (e.g. breakout discussions) on selected themes relating to national implementation and practical implications. 

Session 2: 
4 March 2026 – Session 2: The TRIPS Agreement and Least-Developed Countries
· This session will examine the specific provisions of the TRIPS Agreement applicable to LDC Members, including transition periods, with particular attention to Bangladesh’s upcoming graduation. 
· The discussion will also reflect on experiences of other recently graduated LDCs and the types of technical cooperation and policy support that can facilitate a smooth transition (IPD can invite experts from other recently graduated Members)

Session 3: 
9 March 2026 – Session 3: The TRIPS Agreement and Patents
· This session will provide an overview of the patent-related provisions of the TRIPS Agreement, including the scope of patentable subject matter, exceptions and limitations, and enforcement-related issues. 
· Attention will also be given to how these provisions interact with national innovation policies, technology transfer, and public health considerations (where applicable).



Session 4
11 March 2026- Session 4: Trademarks and Geographical Indications
· This session will introduce the trademark- and GI-related provisions of the TRIPS Agreement, examining their role in value addition, branding, and local development strategies.
· tbc: Case studies will illustrate practical aspects of GI registration, protection, and enforcement. 

Session 5
16 March 2026 – Session 6: National Presentations and Planning for the In-Person Workshop

· This concluding virtual session will provide an opportunity for participants to present the current state of IP laws and policy frameworks in Bangladesh.
· It will also serve as a forum to consolidate feedback from the virtual sessions and jointly plan the agenda and focus areas for the in-person workshop.
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