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TRADE IN SERVICES AND INVESTMENT DIVISION (WTO)
WTO National Seminar on the General Agreement on Trade in Services (AGCS)
Luanda, Angola, 8-10 November 2022





PROGRAMME
Tuesday 8 November 2022
8h30 - 9h00

Registration
9h00 - 9h15

Opening Session


-
Welcome and Opening Remarks by the Representative of the

 


Angolan Authorities 


-
General introduction and objectives of the Workshop (WTO)

9h15 - 9h30
"Before" GATS knowledge test
9h30 – 12h30
Overview of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS)




-
Services and trade on services



- 
Benefits of bindings and liberalization



-
Structure and scope of application of the GATS



-
Modes of supply



-
General obligations and conditional obligations



-
Most-Favoured Nation 


-
Domestic Regulation – measures relating to qualification 




Requirements, procedures and technical standards


- 
Mutual recognition



-
Safeguards and exceptions



- 
Notification obligations



-
GATS and RTAs
12h30 - 13h30

Lunch
13h30 – 17h00
How to read/draft a Schedule of Specific Commitments?



-
Nature and structure of list of specific commitments



-
Classifications (W/120 and CPC)



- 
Market Access and National Treatment




-
Additional commitments




-
Horizontal section


Exercise - Understanding specific commitments

Wednesday 9 November 2022
9h00 - 9h15

Review of previous day
9h15 - 10h00

Presence of Natural Persons (Mode 4) 
-
Coverage of Mode 4




-
Mode 4 commitments in the GATS


10h00 - 12h30

Why a services regulatory audit?



-
Context and organization of the World Bank/WTO audit




- 
Angolan legislation and trade in services



-
Detailed questionnaires




- 
Short questionnaires

-
Summary report and annexe 

-
How to make a list of commitments from the audit?
- 
Other applications (domestic regulation, Index of restriction on trade in services-STRI, etc)
Explanation of the exercise to begin in the afternoon

12h30 - 13h30

Lunch
13h30 – 17h00
Exercise - Drafting of specific commitments



Participants will be divided in groups and asked to review the current AfCFTA offer for priority sectors and draft new potential services commitments based on the results of the regulatory audit. 
Thursday 10 November 2022
9h00 - 9h15

Review of previous day
9h15 - 12h30

Exercise (continued) and review of results

Discussions and exchanges concerning the results of the audit and the establishment of the list of specific commitment (market access, national treatment, etc.) and MFN and the exemptions.

Sector by sector approach

 12h30 - 13h30

Lunch
13h30 - 14h30
Next steps (other commitments, other sectors), discussion on more sensitive sectors (education, health, finance)
14h30 - 15h00

"After" GATS knowledge test

To be done by the participants and discussion of the answers with the trainers
15h00 – 15h30

Evaluation of the Workshop and Closing
_________

Working documents (on a USB key):

-
The General Agreement on Trade in Services
-
Introduction to GATS
-
Guidelines for the Scheduling of Specific Commitments under the GATS (S/L/92)

-
Schedule of Specific Commitments of Angola + list of exemptions MFN 
-
Results of the regulatory audit: results of the detailed questionnaires, short questionnaires, report
- 
AfCFTA Protocol on trade in services
- 
Draft AfCFTA Angolan offer for priority sectors
. /.
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