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AFGHANISTAN and UNITED STATES COOPERATION: Joint CLDP/WTO/EBRD WORKSHOP ON Government Procurement 
AGENDA 

Tashkent, Uzbekistan
July 16, 2019
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CONTACT INFORMATION

CLDP STAFF

[Zmarak Khan, Managing Attorney for Afghanistan
Tel: 
  (+1) 202-482-9035
Mobile: (+1) 202-431-5534
Email: zkhan@doc.gov    








Jocelyn Steiner, Attorney Advisor
Tel: 
  (+1) 202-482-1552

  



Mobile: (+1) 202-718-9973
Email: jsteiner@doc.gov

Sameh Attia, International Program Specialist
Tel: 
  (+1) 202-482-9036
Mobile: (+1) 202-754-0442
Email: sattia@doc.gov] 

WTO STAFF 
TBA
EBRD STAFF

Eliza Niewiadomska, Senior Counsel, Legal Transition Programme, EBRD GPA TC Facility
Email: NiewiadE@ebrd.com

HOTEL

TBA
PARTICIPANTS

TBA
EXPERTS
TBA
AGENDA
	Tuesday 

16 July 2019
	Introduction to Government Procurement and the Revised WTO Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA)



09:00-09:30
Opening Remarks, Participant Introduction and Program Overview

Speakers:
CLDP




WTO



EBRD
Participants 
09:30-10:00
The Revised Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA): Global Context and Core Disciplines 
Speaker: 
WTO
Focus:
Overview of WTO’s work on government procurement: basic architecture of the GPA

10:00-10:30
International Best Practices in Government Procurement and EBRD’s Work in Supporting Reforms in the Public Procurement Sector 
Speaker: 
EBRD 
Focus:
Overview of regulatory and procedural aspects of procurement and their relation to transparency, competition, and non-discrimination

10:30-11:00
The Procurement Legislation of Afghanistan: Recent Developments
Speaker: 
Representative from Afghanistan
Focus:
Overview of recent developments on government procurement legislation and reform in Afghanistan and related challenges
11:00-11:15

Tea Break

11:15-12:00

Coverage of the GPA and introduction to the WTO e-GPA Portal



Speaker:
WTO




Focus:

Basic introduction to the structure and approaches to

scheduling of the GPA’s market access commitments and to the use of e-GPA tool as a market access information resource (https://w-gpa.wto.org)
12:00-12:30 

General Discussion 

12:30-13:30 

Break for Lunch 
Parallel Session 1 (Government representatives)
13:30-14:00

Competition, Transparency and Accountability in Government

Procurement Systems: GPA Minimum Standards and Procedural Rules 
Speaker: 
WTO
Focus:
Overview of the transparency and procedural provisions of the GPA

14:00-14:30
[Laws & Regulations Related to Procurement 
Speaker:
[Eriks Mezalis, EBRD GPA TC Facility]
Focus:
Overview of the basic legal structure required to implement an effective and GPA-compliant government procurement regime and the Afghan procurement system]
14:30-15:00

Accession to the GPA: Process, Modalities and Relevance of Transitional Measures
Speaker:
WTO 
Focus:
Overview of state of play, and procedures and modalities, regarding accession to the GPA

15:00-15:15

Tea Break

15:15-15:45

Dispute Settlement and Domestic Review Pursuant to the GPA



Speaker:
WTO
Focus:
Overview of WTO dispute settlement mechanisms, including domestic review and the WTO dispute settlement body
Parallel Session 2 (Private Sector)
13:30-14:00
Transparent and open procurement markets as business opportunity: facilitating domestic growth and market access opportunities under the GPA - relevance for Afghanistan
Speaker:
WTO
Focus:
Preliminary assessment of market access benefits using e-GPA tool.
14:00-14:30
Accession to the GPA: How it Works in Practice and role of the private sector in identifying strategic goals
Speaker:
EBRD GPA TC Facility
Focus:
Practical lessons and insights from recent accessions to the GPA: market access, regulatory compliance and promoting benefits from market access to business


14:30-15:00
The GPA, trade liberalization and corruption control: some insights
Speaker: 
WTO
Focus:
The role of the GPA for trade facilitation and fight against corruption

15:00-15:15

Tea Break

15:15-15:45

SMEs and sustainability in government procurement: the role of the GPA  
Speaker:         WTO

Focus:
The role of the GPA in contributing to inclusivity in public procurement

Sessions 1 and 2

15:45-16:10
The GPA and Electronic Procurement: Relevance for Transition and Emerging Countries
Speaker:
WTO
Focus:
Practical and legal considerations for e-procurement under the GPA

16:10-16:45
E-procurement Reforms in Recent GPA Accession Countries: Relevance of Open Data Standards



Speakers: EBRD GPA TC Facility
Focus:
Sharing of practical experiences with regard to e-procurement reforms in a GPA accession context. Practical considerations regarding e-procurement reforms and choices to be made
16:45-17:00

Closing Remarks
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